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From the Editor’s Desk 


irstly, congratulations to Gerald McCraith, founder of the Australian 

Orchid Foundation, who celebrates his 95th birthday in February 2004. 
Gerald is certainly one of the elder statesmen of Australian orchidology, 
and was instrumental in forming the Victorian Orchid Club, Australia’s 
first major orchid society, over seventy years ago. 

The next Australian Orchid Conference will be held in 2006 in Port 
Macquarie, on the mid-north coast of New South Wales. This is a wonder- 
ful beachside location with much to offer and many local attractions. The 
organising committee consists of members of local orchid societies in the 
region, as well as representatives of the Orchid Society of New South 
Wales, which incidentally will celebrate its 70th birthday later this year. It 
promises to be a friendly, informative and entertaining event, not to be 
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country is still under the grip of drought. Water restrictions have been 
imposed over most regions within Australia, and the summer heat has made 
it difficult to keep the water (and humidity) up to our orchids. You may 
need to check with your local council and/or the water board for clarifica- 
tion on what you can and cannot do. Here are a few suggestions that can be 
made to address this problem. 

Place extra shading over your orchids, which can help reduce the tem- 
peratures and minimise evaporation. 

Only water either first thing in the morning, or late in the afternoon — 
preferably after the sun has set. 

Place all of your moisture loving plants together, for care as a group. 
Many of the more delicate orchid genera will suffer badly if allowed to des- 
iccate. Often it is a good idea during heatwaves to place these on tempo- 
rary benches under the main staging. Thereby they will have more shade, 
and higher humidity being closer to the ground. 

Place open water receptacles under the benches, such as Styrofoam 
boxes. They will collect excess water that has drained from the pots, and 
provide additional humidity throughout the immediate growing area. The 
downside is that it can become a breeding ground for unwanted mosqui- 
toes, however it may also help introduce beneficial frogs to your shade- 
house. 

Only water plants that need it. It is surprising how tough, especially our 
native species, actuality are. 

Don’t forget the Sydney International Orchid Fair at Castle Hill 
Showground from the 16th to 18th April 2004. For more info, visit 
www.orchidfair.com.au 

Enjoy this issue, there are lots of goodies in it! | 

David P. Banks 
Editor, Australian Orchid Review 
dpbanks @ozemail.com.au 
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t's amazing how many gardeners, as opposed to serious 

orchid fanatics, have the odd basket or two either hung under 

trees or in a small shadehouse in the corner of the backyard, 
of what are often loosely termed “upside down” orchids. Some 
even know that they are botanically known as stanhopeas, which 
must surely impress the members of the local garden club! They 
look forward to their large colourful blooms around Christmas 
time and into the New Year. There is no doubt that well-grown 
plants grown in baskets and hung around the orchid collection 
look impressive. Stanhopea orchids need to be grown in baskets 
so that their blooms can be displayed to their full potential, with 
their stiff, descending flower spikes. It is desirable to select 
plants that can be left undisturbed in their baskets for many years. 
The most common types of containers used are square timber 
slatted baskets, often made out of teak, cedar or other untreated 
hardwood, however I much prefer to use wire baskets. 


Stanhopea Spindleriana — a primary hybrid between S. oculata and S. 
tigrina 


Stanhopea is a large and popular genus of epiphytes, known 
from Mexico to Brazil. There are about 50 species in the genus 
plus a few natural hybrids. The plants are actually quite bland; 
looking like an Aspidistra attached to a bulb. In fact, they are 
grown for their large, bizarre, colourful blooms. Even though the 
highly fragrant flowers last for only a few days, they have much 
to offer the orchid enthusiast. The labellum structure alone is 
simply amazing. They are not particularly fussy about the grow- 
ing medium; with Sphagnum moss, Cymbidium compost or fine 
grade, pine bark being used exclusively or in combination, and 
sometimes incorporating other materials. Mounted plants rarely 
stay moist enough, and the legacy is often a bunch of shrivelled 
and yellowish back-bulbs. They appreciate constant moisture 
throughout the year, and grow best in a semi-shaded position. 
The leaves will readily burn if given very strong light, combined 
with low humidity. Being such a varied genus, there are species 
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Stanhopea embreei 


Stanhopea xytriophora 


The Australian Orchid Review, February/March 2004 


suitable for cool to tropical climates, with the promise of blooms 
over several months. 

Stanhopeas will rarely flower in pots. They punch their flower 
“spears” down through the medium hoping to emerge into fresh 
air then literally burst into bloom. They are not smart, so if the 
spike hits the bottom of a plastic pot, it won’t turn and go search- 
ing for the drainage holes, it will just rot there. The same applies 
if it hits a wooden slat. Occasionally people will skite that they 
had a plant bloom through the drainage holes, but after such 
flowering — when they finally do put the plant in a basket — it pro- 
duced quite a few more that sadly aborted. Thereby wire baskets 
are the answer, with a thin lining to hold the potting medium. I 
like to use paperbark (Melaleuca sp.) or a thin layer of teased 
coconut fibre. Don’t use the commercially available coconut lin- 
ers for stanhopeas though; the liners are too dense and thick and 
often come with a plastic lining, which the spikes cannot pene- 
trate. If Sphagnum moss is used as the medium, newspaper may 
be used as a liner; it quickly discolours to a dark grey. If using 
paperbark or newspaper, make sure you create ample drainage: 
holes. Check the drainage immediately by giving a thorough 
watering, if drainage is still slow, punch in a few more holes. 

Either stiff wire hangers or the more decorative chain hangers 
may be attached to the basket. The stiff hangers are certainly eas- 
ier to hang onto supports, or barbed wire, from below. You may 
require a ladder if using the limp chains. I will often have a small 
sturdy hook coming from the pipe or barbed wire, and then fix a 
fishing swivel between the hook and the hanging basket. This 
enables the basket to slowly rotate when watering, encouraging 
even development of pseudobulbs, with specimen plants grow- 
ing uniformly in all directions. I rarely use fishing swivels for 
monopodial orchids or “softcane” dendrobiums and cattleyas, 
where you want the plant to concentrate on growing in one direc- 
tion. 


Stanhopea nigroviolacea — two colour forms 
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Stanhopea nigroviolacea — yellow form 


Stanhopea nigroviolacea — yellow form, labellum detail 
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Plants grown and hung in baskets don’t have to compete for 
light, as do plants on a bench; which always tends to become 
overcrowded. They also receive plenty of air circulation, which 
will dry the plants out quicker, so keep this in mind when water- 
ing. The baskets may be hung at varying heights, to utilise the 
microclimates in the growing area. Obviously up high, baskets 
will receive more light, heat and dry out quicker, whilst those 
hung low will be in a shadier, cooler and in a more humid envi- 
ronment. Then you have variances between the two. Most impor- 
tantly, don’t be afraid to move plants about until you find the 
right home for them. Stanhopeas look at their best when grown 
in shaded situations, as too much light will bleach and cause 
unwanted leaf blemishes. I have found that heavily shaded plants 
still flower as well as those that have been subjected to strong 
light intensities. 

I have also allowed a couple of other plants to grow with the 
stanhopeas. I frequently wrap sections of Tillandsia usneoides 
(“Spanish moss”, from the Bromeliad family) around wooden 
baskets. This helps increase the humidity around the root zone. 
However, make sure to water the basket thoroughly, as the dry 
“moss” will often initially repel water. I also like using the native 
“Rock Felt-fern”, Pyrrosia rupestris, on the outside of my 
Stanhopea baskets. It looks natural and the fern shrivels when 
dry, so it also acts as a good moisture and humidity indicator. It 
quickly re-hydrates after watering. Invasive sections that inter- 
fere with the orchid can easily be removed and either discarded 
or re-established on the outsides of other baskets. 

Some people get turned off by stanhopeas because the flowers 
do not last for a long time. Spare a thought for the other orchids 
in your collection that have never flowered! At least these guys 
are fairly regular year after year. The flower “spears”, correctly 
inflorescences, quickly develop and within a couple of weeks the 
buds start to differentiate, increase in size, and appear the blow 
up a bit like a balloon. The flowers generally open first thing in 
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Stanhopea nigroviolacea — spent flowers 


the morning, sometimes with a “pop”, sometimes without, but 
once they start to open the petals and particularly the sepals move 
in position so quickly it can be noted by the naked eye, plus a bit 
of patience. The flowers, especially in Stanhopea nigroviolacea, 
give out some of the strongest fragrances seen (smelt??) in 
orchids, with the potential to full a room with its scent. 
Surprisingly, most males like the fragrance whilst it is just a bit 
too strong and spicy for the majority of the ladies. When in full 
bloom, the flowers — especially the waxy labellum — have a tex- 
ture like ivory, and look like they would last forever. Not the 
case! Within a few days (only one or two if in the middle of a 
heatwave) the petals and’ sepals quickly collapse and somehow 
lose their substance, whilst the labellum loses its lustre but stays 
firm for a few more days before dropping off — unless of course 
the blooms have been pollinated. 

To learn a bit more about stanhopeas, I would recommend 
readers to track down a copy of Barney Greer’s pictorial book 
The Astonishing Stanhopeas. The Australian Orchid Foundation 
stocks it for around $25.00, so it is great value. Barney is the 
main person in Australia who has helped educate and enthuse 
orchid growers to include a few stanhopeas in their collection. 

I will now discuss a small selection of summer flowering 
plants that can withstand quite a temperature range, from brief 
moments at the frost level in winter, to scorching 40°C plus days 
in summer. 

Stanhopea Spindleriana, despite its “species sounding” name, 
is actually a man-made primary hybrid between S. oculata and 
S. tigrina that was registered way back in 1890. A vigorous plant 
that can have repeat bloomings through summer and autumn. 

Stanhopea embreei is a summer flowering species from 
Ecuador. It has up to five white flowers, with random dark red 
spots and deep purple spotting on the white and yellow labellum. 
It grows and blooms well in the shadehouse in western Sydney 
and is quite a rapid grower and a free flowering plant. I am a bit 
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Stanhopea aff saccata 


surprised that this distinctive species 1s not more widely grown. 

Stanhopea xytriophora is an uncommon small-flowered 
species from Bolivia. This season is the first time that I have 
bloomed this diminutive species. Ron Miller, Past President of 
the Orchid Society of New South Wales kindly gave me this plant 
when he was planning his move to Yackandandah in northern 
Victoria. It had not bloomed for Ron, so was quite pleased when 
it decided to announce itself. Interestingly, the inflorescence 
made its way across the basket before making the downward turn 
to present its flowers in pairs. 

Stanhopea nigroviolacea is the most frequently seen species 
in cultivation. It is often misnamed as S. tigrina, and some tax- 
onomists refer to this plant as a variety of that species. It is a 
Mexican, summer flowering species, with pairs of bone to yel- 
lowish-green blooms, which are heavily blotched with dark red- 
dish-brown. It has a pleasant but powerful vanilla fragrance that 
is often detected before sighting the blooms. There are at least 
three distinct colour variants in cultivation throughout eastern 
Australia. The most common form has the large, dark maroon 
blotches at the base of the sepals. Another form has paler blooms, 
which are not as horticulturally attractive. The third, is what has 
been referred to as the “yellow form”. At last years Parramatta 
and District Orchid Society’s spring show, one of our members 
brought in a number of baskets of this form for the sales table. I 
spoke to the owner about this form, and he quickly showed me 
the small laminated picture tags he produced to go with the plants 
— showing the flower of a clone with a distinct deep yellow back- 


Stanhopea tigrina 
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ground to the blooms. The plant he gave me bloomed a short time 
ago, and I am most impressed with this form that is most attrac- 
tive. Thanks Col! 

Stanhopea tigrina is a closely related species to S. nigrovio- 
lacea, but with paler blooms, with more spotting and striping, 
and a slightly different labellum structure. My plant is from a 
small division Barney Greer gave me some years ago, and is the 
same clone that is featured on page 60 of his The Astonishing 
Stanhopeas book. 

Stanhopea aff saccata is from a seedling purchased from York 
Meredith many years ago, labelled as S. insignis (which it cer- 
tainly is not). Iam not sure what it is actually, and cannot be sure 
that it is even a species. It does look similar to S. saccata and 
S. radiosa, but is more likely to be a hybrid with probably the for- 
mer as a parent. Unfortunately I don’t know if this seedling 
resulted from a wild pod, or a capsule that was harvested in 
Australia. There were quite a few Stanhopea hybrids made by 
Bob Deane about twenty years ago. I know I have quite a few of 
the different combinations he made, but I suspect there are name 
of these hybrids (unfortunately without labels) in collections 
around the country. Rudolf Jenny has seen a number of photos of 
this plant and he believes it could be a S. saccata hybrid. 
Whatever it is, it is a most attractive Stanhopea with a delightful 
colour combination. 

David P Banks 
Hills District Orchids 
Email:dpbanks @ozemail.com.au 
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Cymbidium Kuranda 


Cymbidium Kuranda — flower detail 


A New Grammatocymbidium 
Hybrid developed in Australia 


Text and photos Hendrik Kelder 


he robust Grammatophyllum 
| species grow well in our North 
Queensland tropical conditions. 
Of our three native Cymbidium species, 
C. madidum and C. suave grow in bush- 
land behind our property. The drier 
growing C. canaliculatum can be found 
80km west from here in the higher alti- 
tudes, and with some care, this species 
will also grow and flower well in our cli- 
mate. 

This got me thinking, so why not cre- 
ate a hybrid between these two related 
genera and produce a plant that will 
endure the same conditions as our local 
native cymbids. As they grow here with 
minimal attention and can withstand our 
temperature extremes from the high thir- 
ties in summer to a low 8°C in the cooler 
months. 

Up until 2003, there have been nine 
different Grammatocymbidium (Grcym) 
hybrids registered. Seven of these 


have been made using Gram- 
matophyllum scriptum, whilst 
Grammatophyllum measuresianum and 
Grammatophyllum papuanum have 
each been used once. No Australian 
Cymbidium species have featured in any 
of these crosses, and neither has 
Grammatophyllum elegans. 

Twelve years ago on a trip to Perth, I 
purchased a plant of Cymbidium 
Kuranda ‘Arthur Dawson’ — a primary 
hybrid between C. suave and C. 
madidum. This quickly grew into a large 
specimen, outgrowing a 500mm tub and 
flowering profusely. At the same time I 
also had a Grammatophyllum elegans in 
flower, so on 1 December 1998, I pro- 
ceeded to pollinate about ten flowers 
onto the Cymbidium Kuranda. The 
response was about six successful polli- 
nations, of which I was finally able to 
harvest two good seed capsules. I sowed 
the seed on 17 May 1999 on a Vacin and 
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Wendt medium, fortified with 150g/I 
Banana Homogenate with no other addi- 
tives. 

I was disappointed that after two 
months I could only observe limited ger- 
mination, although at sowing time 
(under magnification) it showed approx- 
imately a 50:50 viability rate. However 
it was the growth habit of the plantlets in 
vitro that gave me a lot of assurance that 
Ihad a successful crossing, for it was dif- 
ferent and unusual. The larger seedlings 
were deflasked on 15 January 2000, 
whilst I reflasked the smaller ones. 
Unfortunately these later seedlings 
didn’t make the grade, possibly due to 
my inexperience with this intergeneric 
hybrid. 

The first batch of seedlings was potted 
up in a medium mixture of equal propor- 
tions of peat-perlite and 8mm volcanic 
scoria rock. After a few anxious months 
of molly codling, the hybrid seedlings 
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Grammatophyllum elegans — plant 


grew quickly into larger specimens and 
are now outgrowing 250mm pots. 

It was with absolute delight that in 
September 2003 I noticed the appear- 
ance of a flower spike (inflorescence) on 
one of the plants. At that time I had no 
idea what to expect. I was just hoping for 


a spike with lots of healthy flowers. I 
was rewarded for my efforts with a 90cm 
inflorescence (which I staked) bearing 
50 golden bronze flowers, and to my sur- 
prise very cymbidium-like. The size of 
the individual blooms is about 40mm 
across and 50mm from top to bottom. 


Grammatophyllum elegans — spike 


This plant flowered three years and nine 
months from flask, debuting on 20 
October 2003. By 1 November 2003 
there were 40 flowers out. There is little 
semblance to the pollen parent, where I 
had expected spotting or markings on the 
floral segments. Perhaps other, as yet 
unflowered seedlings may have this 
sought-after trait. 

The spacing of the flowers and their 
arrangement is a definite plus. The spik- 
ing habit is quite good, needing only 
minimal trailing. No doubt the desirable 
features of this hybrid will be sought 


Grammatophyllum elegans — flowers 


after in future hybridising. The plant 
itself is fairly compact, and quite differ- 
ent from either parent, having strongly 
ribbed and erect solid leaves. 

As you can gather my enthusiasm is 
on a high, and I am all out to create fur- 
ther hybrids with a distinct Australian 
identity. I intend to register this combi- 
nation as Grammatocymbidium 
Australian Elegans. | 

Hendrik Kelder 
Innisfail Orchid Centre 
P.O. Box 273 
Mourilyan Qld 4858 


Cymbidium Kuranda x Grammatophyllum elegans 
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The genus 
Soterosanthus 
F.C. Lehmann ex Jenny 


by Rudolf Jenny 


around 1896 by Friedrich Carl Lehmann, German consul 

and gold mining expert, in the Choco, Colombia, a beau- 
tiful watercolour painting by Lehmann of one of those at least 
two plants is kept in the Kew collection under the number 1863. 
Although the illustration shows no open flowers but only plant 
and inflorescence with some buds, the species is very clearly rec- 
ognizable and Lehmann must have seen flowers because he 
added a flower dissection (pollinaria, petals and lip with column) 
to his painting. Obviously Lehmann brought a living plant to 
England in 1897, which came in the famous collection of Trevor 
Lawrence at Burford Lodge. Unfortunately the plant died with- 
out having flowered and the remaining parts ended also in the 
herbarium at Kew. This specimen carries the number 753 of the 
Herbarium Lehmannianum and a note about a plate numbered 
1063, it is labelled as Soterosanthus. The number refers to the 
above mentioned drawing by Lehmann, the difference between 
no.1063 on the herbarium specimen and 1863 on the plate is cer- 
tainly based on a writing error. Further on we find some hand- 
written notes in German about the origin on this specimen: 
“Columbia, wichst an Stammen im lichten Waldern in der Nahe 
von Buenaventura und Timbiqui, bliiht im October’, that means: 


T= first known plants of Soterosanthus were collected 


Herbarium specimen of Soterosanthus shepheardii from LEHMANN 
(Herb.Lehmannianum, no.640). Slide R.Jenny. With permission of Her 
Majesty’s Stationary Officer and the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew 


No Wi 640 | 
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the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew 


“Colombia, growing on trunks in open forests near 
Buenaventura and Timbiqui, flowering in October”. Obviously 
the plant Trevor Lawrence got and which later came to the Kew 
Herbarium is identical with the one Lehmann used in Colombia 
for his drawing. 

There is a second specimen of Soterosanthus collected by 
Lehmann and numbered as no.640 in the Kew collection, con- 
taining plant, inflorescence with flowers and a flower dissection 
with handwritten description. This specimen is labelled by 
Lehmann himself as Soterosanthus Lehm.noy.gen., another note 
shows that in 1961 G.M. Carpenter determinated it as 
Sievekingia shepheardii Rolfe. Lehmann recognized the plant 
clearly as new genus and proposed a generic name, but he never 
formally published this name and he also did not proposed a 
species name (epithet). Therefore the epithet shepheardii — later 
validly published by Rolfe — must be used also for recombina- 
tion of Rolfe’s Sievekingia shepheardii into Soterosanthus shep- 
heardii. And the type chosen by Rolfe is the type of the species 
and of the new genus and not Lehmann’s specimen (no.640 
Herbarium Lehmannianum, Kew) , because it never was part of 
a valid publication. The name Soterosanthus is a combination of 
the Greek terms for savoir and flower, meaning “flower of the 


Herbarium specimen of Soterosanthus shepheardii from LEHMANN 
(Herb.Lehmannianum, no.753, specimen from Trevor LAWRENCE). 
Slide R.Jenny. With permission of Her Majesty’s Stationary Officer and 


Drawing of Soterosanthus shepheardii by LEHMANN (Herb. 
Lehmannianum, no.1863, specimen later in culture with Trevor 
LAWRENCE). Slide R.Jenny. With permission of Her Majesty’s Stationary 
Officer and the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew 


Plate of Sievekingia shepheardii, original water-colour painting for 
Curtis’s Botanical Magazine, 1915. Slide R.Jenny. With permission of Her 
Majesty’s Stationary Officer and the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew 


savior” , we don’t know why Lehmann used this name. 

The name Sievekingia shepheardii was described by Robert 
Allen Rolfe in 1915 —at this time curator at the orchid herbarium 
at Kew — based on a plant collected by S. Shepheard in 1912. The 
plant from the Rio Condoto in the Choco, Colombia, was sent by 
Mrs. Shepheard to Kew. Rolfe’s first description was published, 
together with a coloured illustration in the famous Curtis's 
Botanical Magazine in 1915. According to the dried material in 
the Kew herbarium Shepheard’s plant flowered at least twice in 
cultivation, the preserved flowers are dated (February 1915 and 
September 1915). On the same specimen we find a note by C.H. 
Dodson from 5th September 1962, Dodson identified the mater- 
ial as Sievekingia shepheardii Rolfe but he wrote Polycycnis 
shepheardii, obviously it was also clear for him that Rolfe’s 
species was wrongly placed in Sievekingia, however, he never 
published a valid description as Polycycnis shepheardii. And 
obviously Rolfe wasn’t aware of the existence of Lehmann’s 
drawing and two dried specimens. 


Plant and inflorescence of Soterosanthus shepheardii. Slide R.Jenny 


For a long time Soterosanthus shepheardii remained unknown 
and was most probably not in cultivation, only 1985 we got for 
the first time fresh material for of the species for determination 
from the collection of the botanical garden in Heidelberg, 
Germany, cultivated by the orchid gardener Gerd Seeger. It soon 
became clear that the material was identical with Rolfe’s concept 
of Sievekingia shepheardii, and the evident differences to all 
other species of this genus became obvious. The plant habit is 
much closer to the species of the small but distinctive genus 
Kegeliella, the erect and long inflorescence and the bifoliate 
pseudobulbs are different from Sievekingia and, most important, 
the morphology of the flowers is different from anything else 
known in the subtribe Stanhopeinae. Later investigations of mol- 
ecular genetics confirmed this assumption. Based on all those 
facts it was clear that Rolfe’s Sievekingia shepheardii repre- 
sented an own monospecific genus, related to Kegeliella and 
Polycycnis and that Lehmann was right with his assumption to 
place it in an own genus. At the same time and more by coinci- 
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ae 
Flowers of Soterosanthus shepheardii. Slide R.Jenny. 


dence a search in the herbarium at Kew brought up the specimens 
and drawings of Lehmann. According to the rules of botanical 
nomenclature there is no obligation to use a non-published ear- 
lier generic name when a new genus is formally described, ney- 
ertheless Lehmann’s old name was validated. The formal new 
description of the genus Soterosanthus and the recombination of 
its only species from Sievekingia shepheardii to Soterosanthus 
shepheardii was published 1986 in the German journal Die 
Orchidee. 

The species seems to be endemic for the Choco in Colombia 
all known collections are from the same area. Today 
Soterosanthus shepheardii is rather common in orchid collec- 
tions, the plants are easy to grow and the variability in form and 
colour of the flowers is very small. H & R Nurseries in Hawaii 
have also propagated and distributed this species. Unfortunately 
we don’t know yet the pollinator of Soterosanthus shepheardii 
but without any doubts it will be one or a few species of bees 
from the family of Euglossinae, attracted by the fragrance. MH 

Rudolf Jenny 

Moosweg 9, 3112 
Allmendingen, Switzerland 
e-mail: rjenny @io3s.com 
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ORCHIDS OF INTEREST — THE 26TH IN A SERIES BY BILL LAVARACK 


Coelogyne rochussenii de Vriese 


Synonyms: Coelogyne plantaginea 
Lindl., C. macrobulbon Hook.f, C. stellaris 
Rchb.f., C.  steffensii Schltr, Pleione 
rochussenii (de Vriese) Kuntze, P. plan- 
taginea (Lindl.) Kuntze, P macrobulbon 
(Hook.f.) Kuntze. 


oelogyne rochussenii was described in 
1854. The name commemorates J.J. 
Rochussen who was Governor-General of 
the Dutch East Indies and was later 
appointed Minister of the Colonies. 
Orchids with long pendulous inflores- 
cences are sometimes a problem for a 
grower with a small orchid house, but 
some, including this species, can put on a 
spectacular show. A handful of Coelogyne 
species are in this category — C. pulverula 
(syn. C. dayana) has inflorescences up to 1 
m long, while the subject of today’s dis- 
cussion, C. rochussenii, has an inflores- 
cence up to 70 cm long, although they are 
more commonly 20 to 50 cm long. There 
are up to 40 flowers, each about 4.5 cm 
across, all opening widely at the same time. 
The plant shown here had no noticeable 
fragrance, but some books describe the 
flowers as fragrant. The inflorescence is 
heteranthous, which means that it develops 
from a new shoot that never develops a 
pseudobulb or leaves. Other types of inflo- 
rescence development (proteranthous, 
synanthous and hysteranthous) all feature 
an inflorescence that arises from a vegeta- 
tive shoot which sooner or later develops 
leaves and a pseudobulb. The pseudobulbs 
in C. rochussenii are about 4 cm apart, nar- 
row, conical to almost cylindrical or spin- 
dle shaped, ribbed, 8 to 16 cm long and 
about 2 cm wide. There are two ovate 
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Ray Robinson holding his plant of Coelogyne rochussenii. 


leaves about 25 cm long and 10 cm wide 
with a petiole about 5 cm long. 

This is a relatively common species in 
South East Asian rainforests from Thailand, 
Peninsular Malaysia, the Indonesian 
Islands as far east as Maluku and north to 
Borneo and the Philippines. It is most com- 
mon in the lowlands, but has been reported 
up to 1500 m altitude. It grows as an epi- 
phyte or occasionally a lithophyte in wetter 
forests, often overhanging streams. 
Flowering in the natural habitat is recorded 
throughout the year. In cultivation in 
Townsville it flowers in spring. 

In the wild and in cultivation this species 
can grow into a massive plant. Peter 
O’Byrne in his book A to Z of South East 
Asian Orchid Species describes a plant 
with over 2500 flowers on 63 spikes. The 
plant photographed here is owned by 


Townsville grower Ray Robinson and had 
six spikes. It has doubled in size in five 
years and Ray describes it as one of the eas- 
iest Coelogynes to grow. His plant is in a 
hanging pot (although a basket may be a 
better option) in a mix of coconut peat, bark 
and perlite. It grows in a shaded part of an 
open shade cloth orchid house in 
Townsville and is watered regularly 
throughout the year. David Banks tells me 
that in Sydney it requires temperatures not 
to fall below 12 degrees and preferably to 
be above above 15 degrees. In Townsville 
it occasionally experiences temperatures 
below 10 degrees, but this would be only 
for short periods — perhaps two or three 
hours at a time.” Surprisingly this is not a 
common species in cultivation in Australia, 
but it certainly is worthy of a place in any 
collection. 


Further reading 

Clayton, D. 2002. The Genus Coelogyne 
— A Synopsis. Natural History Publ. 
(Borneo) in assoc with the Royal Botanic 
Gardens Kew. 

Comber, J. 2001. Orchids of Sumatra. 
Natural History Publ. (Borneo) in assoc 
with the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew and 
Singapore Botanic Gardens. 

De Vogel, E.R 1992. Revisions in 
Coelogyninae (Orchidaceae) IV Coelogyne 
Section Tomentosae. Orchid Monographs 
6: 1-42. Hortus Botanicus, Leiden. 

O’Byrne, P. 2001. A to Z of South East 
Asian Orchid Species. Orchid Soc. of South 
East Asia/Singapore. | 

Bill Lavarack 
37 Bay St Pallarenda Qld 4810 
Email: bill. lavarack @austarnet.com.au 


A flower of Coelogyne rochussenii. 
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Sarcochilus Yvette ‘Jake’s Pride’ 


Ira Butler Trophies 


THE WINNER OF THE 
GOLD IRA BUTLER 
TROPHY — 2003 

For the Champion Australian Native 
Orchid Hybrid of the Year is 


Sarcochilus Yvette ‘Jake’s Pride’ HCC- 
AD/OSCOV 


Sarcochilus Yvette ‘Jake’s Pride’ 


for 2003 


by Roslyn Capell 


his stunning orchid, which is owned 

i by Rosemary & George Ingram, 
was Champion Australian Native 
Orchid Hybrid at the OSCOV/Mornington 
Peninsula Orchid Society Summer Show 
in November 2002 where it received a 
Highly Commended Certificate from 
OSCOV. It was the OSCOV Victorian 


Australian Native Hybrid Orchid of the 
Year in 2002 and in 1999 OSCOV had 
given it an Award of Distinction. The 
flowers were red with a bright yellow 
labellum, and of good shape, well filled in. 

Sarco. Yvette is Sarco. Cherie x Sarco. 
Fitzhart. The hybrid was made by Neville 
Roper, who registered it in 1998. The nom- 


Dendrobium speciosum (var. speciosum ‘National White’ x var. curvicaule ‘Neils’ Pick’) 


ination form indicates that Ken Russell 
was also involved in the making of the 
hybrid. 

Of the 36 nominations this year, 27 from 
State or AOC or OSCOV Affiliated 
Societies, 6 were from ANOS groups, | 
from NOSSA, 1 from the Tinonee Open 
Day and Show, and 1 from the RHSV 
Royal Melbourne Show. During the year 
in which they became eligible, nominated 
plants had also received a total of 3 Awards 
of Merit, 11 Highly Commended 
Certificates, and 1 Award of Distinction. 
Again the overwhelming majority of 


entries were dendrobiums, with one 
Dockrillia, two Sarcochilus, and two ter- 
restrials. 

The following ten “runners up” will 
receive Silver Ira Butler Trophies: 

Dendrobium Ayril’s Gold ‘Wingham’ 
AM/AOC-NSW 2003; HCC/ANOS 2003 
— Don Cruickshanks (hybridist: Ray Hill) 

Dendrobium x gracillimum ‘Trish’s 


Treasure’ HCC-CC/OSCOV 2003 -—- 
David Wickham 
Dendrobium Jayden ‘Goodie’ 


AM/OSCOV 2003 — 
(hybridist: John Purvis) 


Philip Grech 


Dendrobium speciosum (var. speciosum ‘National White’ x var. curvicaule 


‘Neils’ Pick’) 


‘Yellow Bird’ 
Philip Grech 


Dendrobium Lochiel 
HCC/OSCOV 2003 — 
(hybridist: John Purvis) 

Dendrobium Our Native ‘Golden 
Glory) AM/ANOS 2003 — Fred Fear 
(hybridist: Ken Russell) 

Dendrobium ___Tie-Dye ‘Genesis’ 
HCC/AOC-NSW — Down Under Native 
Orchids (hybridist: D.U.N.O.) 

Dendrobium Victorian Blush ‘Royal 
Show — Australian Orchid Nursery 
(hybridist: Wayne Turville) 

Dendrobium (Zoom x _ Rutherford 
Blushing Bride) HCC/AOC-VOC -— 
Michael Drobski (hybridist: D.U.N.O.) 

Pterostylis Rogoff ‘Athol’s Pride’ 
HCC-ACC/AOC-QOS 2003; ~=HCC- 
ACC/ANOS 1999 

Athol & Nancy Rosenberg (hybridist: 
Nesbitt Orchids) 

Sarcochilus First Light ‘Butterscotch’ — 
Down Under Native Orchids (hybridist: 
D.U.N.O.) 


The following will receive Ira Butler 
Certificates: 


Dendrobium Anne’s Rainbow Surprise 
‘Pirie 2? — Graham & Sue Zerbe 

Dendrobium (Autumn x Rutherford 
Sunburst) — Michael Hopwood 

Dendrobium Avril’s Gold ‘Brandon’ 
AM/AOC-VOC 2002; HCC/OSCOV — 
Michael Drobski 

Dendrobium Avyril’s Gold ‘Plenty’ 
AM/AOC-NSW 2003 — Down Under 
Native Orchids 

Dendrobium Bruce Murray ‘Sydenham’ 
HCC/AOC-VOC — Michael Drobski 

Dendrobium Colonial Bullion ‘Susan’ — 
Alan & Doreen Garner 

Dendrobium X delicatum — G. & H. 
Taylor 

Dendrobium Duno Deerose ‘Fiona’ 
HCC/OSCOV 2003 — Ron & Pauline 


Coppin 

Dendrobium Fair Go — Ros & Tom 
Fitzgerald 

Dendrobium x gracillimum — John & 
Bev Gay 

Dendrobium (Hamilton x Elegant 


Heart) x Den. Aussie Victory — Kevin & 
Tess Simpson 

Dendrobium Hilda Poxon ‘Carlingford’ 
AM/AOC-NSW — Norm & Kay Mitchell 

Dendrobium (June Mac x Lawrose) 
‘Pink Delight’ HCC/AOC-VOC 2003 — 
Michael Breuer 

Dendrobium Lochiel 
Sunshine’ — Philip Grech 

Dendrobium Rutherford Golden Sun — 
Janet & Tony Baumer 

Dendrobium Star One — Barry & Beattie 
Khann 

Dendrobium Salamaua HCC-AD/AOC- 
VOC — Michael Drobski 

Dendrobium (speciosum x arean) — 
Anita Evans 

Dendrobium X 


“Golden 


suffusum “Doyle’s 
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River’ — Down Under Native Orchids 

Dendrobium Tawhai ‘Big Gem’ — Norm 
& Kay Mitchell 

Dendrobium Tyabb “Zoe’ HCC/AOC- 
VOC — Michael Drobski 

Dendrobium Victorian Flare — Henk van 
den Berg 

Dendrobium Zip-Zap — Philip Grech 

Dockrillia X grimesii — Gary & Harleen 
Williams 

Pterostylis Ruckman — Nesbitt Orchids 


THE WINNER OF THE 
BILL MURDOCH 
TROPHY — 2003 


For the Champion Australian Native 
Orchid Species of the Year is 
Dendrobium speciosum var. speciosum 
‘National White’ x D. speciosum vat. 
curvicaule ‘Neils’ Pick’ 


his fine plant, owned by Mark 
(ke was Grand Champion 

Orchid and Champion Epiphytic 
Species at the ANOS Warringah Group 
Spring Show. It was line bred by Neil 
Finch (Down Under Native Orchids). The 
flowers were light yellow in colour, shad- 
ing to white towards the centre. The plant 
held two inflorescences, one carrying 142 
flowers and the other 120 flowers, on 
inflorescences of 600mm and 500mm 
respectively. The flowers were of even 
size and well arranged on long pedicels. 

The Committee was particularly 
impressed with two other nominations this 
year, and determined they were both wor- 
thy of Certificates of Special Recognition. 
They are Dendrobium  kingianum 
‘Chrystal Ice’? HCC/AOC-VOC owned by 
Australian Orchid Nursery and line bred 
by Wayne Turville, and Dendrobium spe- 
ciosum var. grandiflorum ‘Jelita’ owned 
by Bevan Burnham and line bred by Ted & 
Barbara Gregory (Merrellen Orchids). 

There were 24 nominations this year, of 
which 4 were known to be line bred, and 
nominated plants had also received a total 
of 3 Awards of Merit and 4 Highly 
Commended Certificates. Sixteen nomi- 
nations were from State or AOC or 
OSCOV Affiliated Societies, 5 were from 
ANOS groups, 2 from NOSSA, and 2 
plants eligible by reason of having 
received quality awards. 

The vast majority of the nominated 
plants were dendrobiums, with one 
Sarcochilus, one Pterostylis, and two 
dockrillias. 

Bill 


The following will receive 


Murdoch Certificates: 


Dendrobium aemulum— Alan & Doreen 
Garner 

Dendrobium 
McQuiggin 


bigibbum — Mr R. 
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Dendrobium speciosum var. grandiflorum ‘Jelita’ 


Dendrobium falcorostrum ‘Joy’ — Philip 
Grech 

Dendrobium lithocola — Graeme & 
Maureen Hazledine 

Dendrobium jonesii var. magnificum — 
Lorraine & Bill Dobson 

Dendrobium kingianum “Kay’s Pink’ — 


Dendrobium kingianum ‘Chrystal Ice’ 


Norm & Kay Mitchell 

Dendrobium kingianum “Rose Ann’ — 
Ros & Tom Fitzgerald 

Dendrobium rex “Phena’s Gold’ 
Down Under Native Orchids 

Dendrobium speciosum ‘Armstrong’ 
HCC/OSCOV — Barry & Beattie Khann 

Dendrobium speciosum “Bomberland’ 
AM-CC/OSCOY 2003; HCC-ACC/AOC 
2003 

Dendrobium speciosum ‘John’ 
HCC/OSCOV - Barry & Beattie Khann 

Dendrobium speciosum ‘Karen’ — 
Bevan Burnham 

Dendrobium speciosum vat. curvicaule 
‘Le Eungell’ — Cliff & Pat Schofield 

Dendrobium speciosum var. speciosum 
— Brendan Killen 

Dendrobium speciosum var. speciosum 
‘Julian’ AM-CC/OSCOV 2003 

Dendrobium speciosum vat. speciosum 
‘National White’ x D. speciosum var. cur- 
vicaule ‘North Star’ — Lorraine & Bill 
Dobson 

Dendrobium tetragonum — Eric Bailey 

Dockrillia striolata ‘Ruffles’ 
AM/AOC-NSW — Down Under Native 
Orchids 

Dockrillia teretifolia — Bill & Ann 
Green 

Pterostylis curta ‘Blunt’ — Joy Lucas 

Sarcochilus falcatus — Graham Gray 


Congratulations to all this year’s 
entrants, and best wishes for the new 
growing season. | 

Ros Capell, 


Hon. Secretary, [.B.T.C. 
P.O. Box 899, Willoughby, NSW, 2068 


6 
< 
ja 
S 


NEW ZEALAND ORCHID NEWS 


Orchid Shows in the 
North of New Zealand 


here are three Orchid societies in the 
north of New Zealand; Whangarei, 
Bay of Islands and Dargaville. Whangarei 
is the largest and oldest club and this year 
was the first to hold its Spring Show. 
Spring however seemed to be an elusive 
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by Wally and Margaret Lomas 


thing in the ‘Winterless North’ and there 
was a real concern that there would not be 
enough flowers. Thursday was the set up 
day for the three-day show, and this worry 
was put to rest as the flowers arrived, with 
Bay of Islands and Dargaville Societies 


Featuring over 20 of the Best and Highly 
Regarded New South Wales and Interstate 
Orchid Nurseries and Specialist & 
Collectable Plant Growers 


Flowering Plants at Competitive Prices 


16th, 17th & 18th 


April 2004 


Open from 9am till 5pm (9am till 3pm on Sunday). 
FREE ADMISSION & PARKING!! 


Harvey Lowe Pavilion, Castle Hill Showground 
Corner Showground & Carrington Roads, Castle Hill, NSW 


Visit our website: www.orchidfair.com.au 


Orchids & accessories sales, Orchid displays, Free expert 

advice, Book Sales, Food & light refreshments available all 

day, Clivias, Bromeliads, Cacti & Succulents, Carnivorous 
Plants, Iris, Vireyas, Rarities and more!! 


For more information, contact 
Darryl Smedley 02 9679-0494, Ray Clement 02 6553-1012 or David Banks 02 9674-4720 
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Masdevallia Chisnall’s Treasure 


putting on beautiful displays. All three 
societies support one another at their local 
shows, which is beneficial to all. 

The show was judged on the Friday 
morning and this year we had a joint Grand 
Champion between Phalaenopsis Kau 
Hoe, Best Phalaenopsis owned by B & F 
Johnson, and Phaius tankervilleae Best 


Phalaenopsis Kau Hoe ‘Kahukura’ 
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NEW ZEALAND ORCHID NEWS _ 


species and Best Other Genera, owned by 
W & M Lomas. Phalaenopsis Kau Hoe 
‘Kahukura’ was a beautiful striped pink 
that had recently been awarded an AM 
OCNZ. Phaius tankervilleae was a well- 
grown plant with three spikes of nicely 
displayed flowers, this is a plant that is sel- 
dom seen at our shows and really took the 
publics eye. 

The Best Display was won by the Bay of 
Islands Society, and on the very top of this 
display was best Miniature/Intermediate 
Cymbidium, aptly named Cymbidium One 
Tree Hill ‘John’s Quest’, owned by Bob 
Wallace. Other plants of note were Best 
Masdevallia, Masdevallia __Chisnall’s 
Treasure owned by Nola Chisnall, Best 
Dendrobium Star Sheen owned by M 
Bayliffe and Best Pendulous Cymbidium 
Malpaso Creek ‘Blackberry Pie’ owned by 
T & N Dillon. Paphiopedilum Gold Dollar 
owned by W & M Lomas was awarded an 
HCC/OCNZ. 

Saturday night saw a good gathering of 
orchid friends dining in the hall among the 
orchids. [am always amazed at how much 
trouble is taken with these beautiful plants 
on the way to the show, and how long it 
takes to set up the displays, yet at the end 
much less trouble is taken with the flow- 
ers on the way home and they seem to sur- 
vive very well with little damage — most 
times. 

The Bay of Islands show followed two 
weeks later and everyone was hoping the 
flowers that weren’t out for Whangarei 
would be in full flower. Well, some were, 
others had been and gone or were still on 
‘go slow’. Kerikeri in the heart of the Bay 
is the venue for this show. Although small 
there are always good plants on display 
and with small, island displays the public 
has a good view of the flowers. 

Grand Champion at this show was 
Masdevallia Lemon Glow x Rein Staal 
owned by A & G Peden. An eye-catching 
flower of beautiful clear yellow, this plant 
had been awarded an HCC OCNZ on an 
earlier flower, RHS registration pending. 
Reserve Champion was Laelia Polvoron 
owned by L Rockell, this plant also won 
best specimen. Best display this time was 
won by the Whangarei Orchid Society. 
Other plants of note were Dendrochilum 
glumaceum, which won several prizes and 
was owned by A & G_ Peden. 
Schomburgkia superbiens owned by W & 
M Lomas was popular with the public, as 
was a large Dendrobium speciosum owned 
by N & J Hewinson. Plants like these are a 
challenge to transport any distance. Close 
to closing time on Saturday saw a flurry of 
activity as a small group of American vis- 
itors arrived. This group was on its way to 


Bay of Islands Display 


the AOC show in Adelaide and a woman 
whose firm has been arranging Orchid 
Tours for 40 years organized the tour. 
Australian dendrobiums caught their eye, 
as did cymbidiums, plants they find hard to 
grow in their part of the USA. 

Dargaville, on the Kaipara Coast, and 
Kumara (sweet potato) Capital of the 
World, was the venue for our last show of 
the year. Dargaville and Districts Orchid 
Society is New Zealand’s youngest society 
having been formed about 11 years ago. 
As in past years the local floral art group 
displayed their talents with some beautiful 
arrangements. Only one trophy is awarded 


Phragmipedium Geralda 
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at this show, Grand Champion. This year it 
was won by W & M Lomas with 
Phragmipedium Geralda. This is a remake 
of an 1899 cross between Phrag. cauda- 
tum xX lindleyanum. Other plants of notes 
were Miltonia Bremen owned by F & B 
Johnson, a large plant of Dendrochilum 
tenellum, which always attracts attention, 
owned by Nola Chisnall, and Amesiella 
philippinense owned by Syd Wray. 
Another successful show season in the 
North, now it’s repotting, repotting, repot- 
ting... i 
Wally & Margaret Lomas 
Email: wallyl@ihug.co.nz 
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W.M. Cattley honoured — 


hanks to a special fund established 

by American and British orchid 
growers, a memorial was dedicated to 
William Cattley in High Barnet 
(England) in 1993, 158 years after his 
death! The inscription read: 


IN MEMORY OF WILLIAM CATTLEY 
1788-1835 
ONLY CHILD OF JOHN and ANNE 


RESIDENT of WOOD STREET, 
BARNET 


PATRON of HORTICULTURE, 
COLLECTOR of ORCHIDS & 
TROPICAL PLANTS 


THE ORCHID GENUS 
CATTLEYA 
WAS NAMED IN HIS HONOUR 
IN 1825. 


WESTERN 


4 


eventually 


By Brian Milligan 


The dedicatory address read (in part) 
as follows: 

“There is no place in the world as 
appropriate to erect a memorial to 
orchids and to an orchid person as at 
Barnet, just north of London. Here is 
where William Cattley had a home and 
greenhouses, lived and is buried. There 
is more to this location than this expla- 
nation: England is the homeland of 
orchid growing. Here is where it started. 
Here is where it developed and in time 
spread around the world. 

“Alexander, Westonbirt, Rothschild, 
Lindley, Colman, Sander, McBean, 
Loddiges, Veitch, Dominy, Cavendish 
and so many more are famous (orchid) 
names. 

“Just ten miles north of here in St. 
Albans was what for several generations 
history’s most famous orchid nursery. 
Yes, Sander’s of St. Albans. The story of 


ORCHIDS & LABORATORIES 


LARGE RANGE OF FLASKS 


Disa seedlings 22’s - 


$ 37.50, 11’s $20.00. 


Australian Cymbidium species and hybrids: 33’s - $50.00, 25’s - $37.50, 
12’s - $20.00. Also available colchicine treated possible Tetraploids. 


Selected show bench, pot plant and cut flower Cymbidium clones and 
seedlings: $40.00 per 33, $32.00 per 25, $18.00 per 12 plants in flask. 


Australian native terrestrial orchids - commercial and hobbyist 
quantities available. 
FOR LISTS: 
P.0. Box 276, Blackwood, 5051. S.A. 
Ph/Fax 08 8270 4599 [International +61 8 8270 4599 


AOR 149 
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e-mail: western@arcom.com.au 


EK. Sander, the Orchid King, is classic. 
Moon, the famous painter of orchids in 
Reichenbachia, lived in Barnet. 

“Millions over the years have known 
of the purple orchid, though we can 
guess that they did not know Cattleya — 
just orchid. Cattley would never know 
the fame that came to the orchid that car- 
ried his name. After its discovery, it was 
lost to cultivation for a generation. 
Cattley was one of the pioneers of the 
golden age of plant introduction and 
England led the way...” 

William Cattley was already well 
known as an amateur grower and 
importer of tropical plants when William 
Swainson sent him an unknown orchid 
from Brazil in 1818. When it produced 
its magnificent purple flowers a few 
years later, he showed it to the botanist 
John Lindley, who named it Cattleya 
labiata in his honour. 

Do you recognise the other famous 
names mentioned above? H.G. 
Alexander, regarded as one of the best 
orchid growers in the period 1900-1950, 
was orchid grower to Sir George 
Holford for the first 27 of those years. 
His most widely recognised achieve- 
ment was the tetraploid Cymbidium 
Alexanderi ‘Westonbirt’, parent of many 
of today’s modern cymbidium hybrids. 
Westonbirt was the name of Sir George’s 
estate. 

Rothschild was a millionaire banker 
and orchid grower, John Lindley was the 
taxonomist mentioned above and Sir 
Jeremiah Colman was a well-known 
grower and breeder of orchid hybrids 
(over a thousand of them) during the first 
quarter of the twentieth century. 
Frederick Sander had the largest nursery 
in the world in the period 1880-1900, 
while McBean, Loddiges and Veitch 
were other famous nurserymen, 
although not all at the same time. John 
Dominy bred the world’s first (man- 
made) orchid hybrid at Veitch’s nursery 
during the 1850s, while William 
Cavendish is better known as the sixth 
Duke of Devonshire, who had the 


world’s large orchid collection 
in 1850. | 
Brian Milligan 

Email: 


brianmilligan @iprimus.com.au 
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y first contact with Bulbophyllum 

ecornutum was in Volume 2 of the 
Orchids of Borneo series. This volume 
was written by Dr. Jaap Vermeulen, a 
world authority on the genus 
Bulbophyllum, and was published in 
1991. 

The initial reaction I had, when I saw 
the drawings and 
the colour photo- 
graph of the plant 
and flowers was 
“Td like to get a 
couple of plants of 
that species.” A 
search of local 
orchid nursery cat- 
alogues did not 
reveal this species 
as available any- 
where in Australia. 

The search was 
widened and plants 
were available 
from an_ orchid 
nursery in Asia. A 
group of species 
enthusiasts got 
together and we 
imported a number 
of different orchid 
species from this 
source. Sadly there 
were only 2 plants 
of Bulbophyllum 
ecornutum and one 
perished in quaran- 
tine. The remain- 
ing plant has 
grown well under 
the tender care of 
one of our better 
growers. The first 
division has 
recently been 
taken from the 
plant to get it 
spread around. 

After a couple of 
years of settling in 
to its new environ- 
ment the Bulbophyllum  ecornutum 
finally bloomed last year. As is usual for 
me, when something new flowers for the 
first time, I am either interstate or over- 
seas and miss seeing the initial bloom- 
ing. 

Fortunately the flowers were pho- 
tographed ‘and the plants identification 
verified. (We have all purchased plants 
that have never flowered true to label, 


Bulbophyllum ecornutum 


By Jim Cootes 


haven’t we?) 
This year I was more fortunate and 
Bulbophyllum ecornutum was in bloom 
when I went to visit David Banks, the 
custodian of the plant. The plant was 
photographed and a description made for 
this article. 
Johannes J. Smith first named this 


species in 1905 as Bulbophyllum cornu- 
tum var. ecornutum. He later raised this 
plant to specific status in 1914 in 


Bulletin du Jardin Botanique_ de 
Buitenzorg. The specific epithet refers to 
the lack of stelidia on the column. 
Growth Habit: upright, sympodial. 
Rhizome: creeping, to 3 mm in diameter, 
bearing the pseudobulbs at intervals of 
up to 4 cm. Pseudobulbs: ovoid, to 3 cm 
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long by 1.5 cm in diameter, unifoliate. 
Leaves: thinly textured, elliptic, to 15 cm 
long by 2.2 cm wide. Inflorescence: sin- 
gle flowered, to 3 cm long, appearing 
from either the pseudobulbs or along the 
rhizome; sweetly perfumed (reminiscent 
of Dendrobium anosmum). Flower 
colour: pale green to yellowish, with 
purplish markings. 
Dorsal sepal: elliptic 
to ovate, to 1.2 cm 
long by 4 mm wide. 
Petals: elliptic to 
ovate, to 1 cm long by 
4mm wide, reflexing. 
Lateral sepals: trian- 
gular, to 1.2 cm long 
by 8 mm wide, reflex- 
ing. Labellum: fleshy, 
recurved, cordate, to 
6.5 mm long by 6.5 
mm wide, smooth on 
the basal portion, cov- 
ered with small pim- 
ple-like projections at 
the apex. Column: to 
2.5 mm long, with 
two delta-shaped ste- 
lidia. 

Habitat and 
Distribution: Bulbo- 
phyllum ecornutum is 
a fairly widely dis- 
tributed species that 


has been recorded 
from Thailand, 
Sumatra, Java and 


Borneo (Sabah and 
Sarawak). It grows as 
an epiphyte, in humid 
localities, at eleva- 
tions of between 400 
and 1,300 metres. 
Cultivation: This 
Species grows well in 
plastic pots with 
sphagnum moss that 
is always kept damp. 
Because of the space 
between the pseudob- 
ulbs a fairly large 
container is required to confine the plant. 
It likes high humidity, constant air circu- 
lation, 70% shade and needs a winter 
minimum of 12 degrees Celsius in cooler 
climates. Regular applications of inor- 
ganic fertiliser will have this beautiful 
species growing and flowering to per- 
fection. | 
Jim Cootes 
Email: jecootes @ozemail.com.au 


More on Growing 
Orchids in 
Perlite and Peat 


by Jim Brydie 


fter reading a recent article by Bruce 

Bennett in the AOR and_ the 
Queensland Orchid Species bulletin, I 
asked members at the NSW Orchid 
Species meeting whether anyone was try- 
ing perlite and peat as a growing medium. 
It seems that many people were aware of 
the medium but only a few have tried or 
are trying it. The topic raised a lot of inter- 
est and I was asked by members to sum- 
marise it. 

With apologies to Mr Bennett the fol- 
lowing includes a lot of information from 
his article: ; 

Queenslanders started using the stan- 
dard coarse (500 grade) perlite but are now 
moving to the Super Coarse grade avail- 
able from Chillagoe. I have seen both and 
the latter consists of particles mostly 
around 8-10mm diameter. There are some 
particles this size in 500 grade but they 
average perhaps 5 to 6mm. I suspect that 
one could easily separate out a proportion 
of the coarser particles from the 500 grade 
if one wanted to use this for coarse rooted 
plants like some Vandaceous. 

Mr Bennett says they started using a 
ratio of 2:1 perlite to peat (as was used by 
Geoff Stocker at the time) but found this a 
bit wet for their conditions. He gradually 
moved to 3:1, then 4:1 then 8:1 and_more 
lately 10:1. He finds that even at 10:1 the 
mix holds ample water but this must 
depend on watering frequency and grow- 
ing conditions. One of my Sydney friends 
who has been using perlite and peat for 
about two years, believes that any greater 
than 5:1 dries out too quickly in his set up. 

Perlite is near enough neutral in pH. 
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Peat is fairly acidic. Mr Bennett adds lime 
to bring his mixture up to about pH 6.5. He 
also adds blood and bone and sulphate of 
potash but advises that you can use your 
own choice of fertiliser. The Sydney grow- 
ers I have spoken to do not add any lime at 
all and have experienced no ill affects from 
the pH. Discussion at the Species meeting 
speculated that this might be related to the 
Sydney water supply being a bit alkaline. 
It is usually around a pH of 8. 

500 grade perlite is available from Alan 
Merriman or at Elders at Dural. It comes in 
a 5kg (100litre?) paper sack (like a giant 
cement bag) for about $25. The raw mate- 
rial contains a lot of fines and dust and 
must be sieved before use. YOU MUST 
USE A DUST MASK WHEN SIEVING. 
I am using a 2.4mm sieve but I would have 
preferred something a touch more coarse. 
I am told that plastic kitchen sink strainers 
from the $2 shops make good sieves. 

Mr Bennett recommends washing off 
the perlite to remove the dust but I can’t 
find a practical way to do this. If you wet 
perlite (or the sieve) it all sticks together, 
won’t sieve, and is difficult to handle. 

In Qld they use Canadian peat. In 
Sydney most people use Lithuanian peat 
but discussions at Species queried the rel- 
ative quality of this. Apart from other 
things, apparently the pH can vary signifi- 
cantly within the bale. The qualities of a 
number of different types of peat were dis- 
cussed and Alan Merriman recommended 
the artificial “CocoPeat” as the most con- 
sistent and reliable. 

Before mixing with the perlite, the peat 
needs to be rubbed through a sieve to break 
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it up. It is my experience that this is no 
easy task but I have found that it helps if 
you soak the peat overnight in a bucket of 
water. Squeeze the peat by hand to remove 
excess water before you try to sieve it but 
once it has been saturated the lumps mash 
up much more easily and rubbishy strands 
can be discarded. 

Mix the components just damp enough 
to hold the mixture together. Not too wet. 
It must still flow easily when potting the 
plants. When potting, hold the plant and 
fill the mixture around it. Mr Bennett says 
give it a couple of bumps to settle the mix 
but don’t press it down as this compresses 
the mixture and blocks aeration. After pot- 
ting, top off the mix with a layer of small 
round quartz gravel to stop the perlite 
washing out of the pot when you water. Mr 
Bennett says the mix holds more water 
than an equivalent bark mix so go easy on 
the watering. Sydney users say the 5:1 mix 
can be dry within two days so I guess 
watering will depend on many environ- 
mental factors specific to each grower. 

The advantage of this mix is that it does- 
n’t break down like bark. Repotting is 
much more simple. The old mix can be 
shaken and washed out fairly easily and 
without damaging the roots. The stability 
of the mix also makes ‘potting on’ a much 
more viable proposition. 

At the Species meeting, David Butler 
told us that he is trying the mix on 
Masdevallias. The Qld article specifically 
mentions Paphiopedilums. Others are hav- 
ing great results with mini Cattleyas, 
Hardcane and Nigrohirsuite Dendrobes 
and many others. My own experiments to 
date are mostly with plants that seem to be 
cranky about making a decent root system 
in everything else I have tried but it is too 
soon to judge results. Would members try- 
ing this mix please report their experiences 
for the benefit of all. Wouldn’t it be nice if 
this turns out to be the cheap, stable, reli- 
able, and reproducible growing method we 
have dreamed of? | 

Jim Brydie 
Email: brydies @optusnet.com.au 
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Using Microclimates 


(to assist the successful culture of a mixed orchid collection) 


his article is based on the aspects of 

shadehouse culture of a mixed collec- 
tion of cool growing genera, without the 
use of artificial heating or cooling. 

The problem that many growers have, is 
the enormous range of orchids that are 
available and the growers inability to show 
logical restraint in the face of ORCHIDI- 
TIS. With so much variety, the problem 
arises in meeting their differing needs. You 
could always house different genera in a 
number of shadehouses placed in various 
positions so as to make the most of the dif- 
ferent aspects of your yard but the average 
building block just doesn’t provide that sort 
of luxury, so let’s work on one shadehouse 
with many MANY different types of 
plants. 

Orchids have adapted to populate every 
continent on. Earth except Antarctica. 
Wherever the climatic conditions of light, 
temperature and humidity meet their 
requirements they have spread to all the 
suitable habitats within this environment. 
From sea level to mountaintop, they have 
adapted to these climatic conditions by reg- 
ulating their growth cycles to gain the 
greatest benefit from their surrounds. 

Given that a mixed collection of orchids 
can originate from several continents, let 
alone dozens of climatic zones, how can 
anyone expect to grow all of these plants in 
the one growing area? If all these plants are 
treated in the same way some will flourish, 
while others will gradually stagnate or 
eventually deteriorate to the point of no 
return! The grower with a mixed collection 
faces the challenge of finding ways of 
modifying the climatic conditions of sec- 
tions of the growing area to provide micro- 
climates that will best suit the growth pat- 
terns of different genera. 

Within any enclosed growing area there 
will be minor variations in climatic condi- 
tions, from floor to roof and from prevail- 
ing sun exposed to shaded sections — these 
variations are known as microclimates. 
Understanding these microclimates and 


‘utilising them to their best advantage in 


meeting the cultural needs of different gen- 
era is essential to the success of growing a 
mixed collection. 

With the average shadehouse being 2 to 
2.5 metres in height there will be three 
microclimate zones as you move from 
floor to rooftop. The floor zone, is the 
coolest with higher levels of humidity, the 
mid zone is the bench top area that is gen- 
erally hip to waist high and the top zone is 
the hanging space above the benches. 

Even utilising the various microclimates 


by Neil Minter 


within an enclosure the best you can expect 
is a variation of about 6 to 10°C (in sum- 
mer) from shaded floor to the more 
exposed roof area. You can only hope to 
slightly modify the extremes of summer 
heat and winter chill without artificial cool- 
ing and heating. Though with a little care- 
ful thought as to the placement of plants 
within the shadehouse, the variety of plants 
that can be grown can be increased with a 
greater chance to meet the plants native cli- 
matic conditions. 

Water, temperature, light and air move- 
ment must be in balance for each genus 
within each stage of the growth cycle for 
the plant to complete the pattern of growth 
and flowering. Examining each of the 
above elements in relation to the needs of 
successful growth will allow us to deter- 
mine ways in which we can modify the 
growing environment in order to create the 
microclimates which will best suit various 
genera. 


Water 


Applying the right amount of water at 
the correct time in a plants growth phase is 
the most essential aspect of successfully 
growing many orchids. Some genera are 
forgiving of incorrect watering to a degree, 
but many will show their indignation with 
the ultimate protest — up and dying! 
Controlling the amount and frequency of 
watering is the key to many genera suc- 
cessfully flowering and after all isn’t what 
we're all trying to achieve. 

Many of the genera from the temperate 
areas of India, Thailand, Myanmar 
(Burma) and through to China, live in 
semi-deciduous forest areas that have very 
little rainfall in winter while the summer 


months are monsoonal. Our winter rainfall 


in eastern Australia is too high for these 
plants and at least it will prevent flowering 
and at worst will rot roots off causing seri- 
ous setback. For many genera it is better to 
frequently damp down the shadehouse 
floor and around the pots to raise the 
humidity levels, rather than overwatering 
the potting medium. 

Rainfall dampens bark as well as the 
moss and lichen that grows on it, orchid 
roots absorb the moisture they require, then 
dry just as quickly as the bark of the tree. 
Moss and lichen may remain damp provid- 
ing continuing moisture for several days 
BUT nothing remains sodden! Air move- 
ment is constantly maintaining a buoyant 
atmosphere that prevents stagnant condi- 
tions. 

Humidity under and around the leaf 
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canopy may be high for quite a few days 
depending on the topography of the land 
and the ground cover beneath and sur- 
rounding the trees. Watering must provide 
adequate moisture depending on the sea- 
sonal factors while providing a brief drying 
off period between waterings. Even when 
water isn’t being applied to the roots a 
fairly high level of humidity must be main- 
tained. 

Misting between waterings, during 
extended periods of high summer heat, can 
mimic the passing showers that some 
plants experience during monsoonal peri- 
ods. Early morning and late afternoon are 
the best times to mist, providing cooling 
relief through increased evaporation, rais- 
ing humidity levels and helping to reduce 
heat stress that many high elevation plants 
experience from December to February. 

Avoid the extremes of midday as leaves 
and new growths can be easily scorched, 
water sitting in leaf axils through the heat 
of the day will quickly cause damp off and 
rot. 

Providing a cover over the growing area 
will put the grower in control of the water- 
ing regime. Keeping the plants dry when 
winter temps drop and assisting in main- 
taining a humid atmosphere, which will 
pay dividends in successful culture. A clear 
cover will provide the greatest opportunity 
to make seasonal adjustments. 


Temperature and light 

Many of the orchids that originate from 
the northern hemisphere temperate zone, 
experience temperatures on a similar scale 
to our own except for the reversal of the 
rainfall patterns already noted. Plants 
found growing at higher altitudes experi- 
ence cooler temperatures than those expe- 
rienced from the same latitudes at sea level. 
So knowing the general area where plants 
originate from and more importantly the 
average in altitude across the range of a 
plants habitat, can provide a great deal of 
information regarding the appropriate cul- 
ture for a particular plant. Even though a . 
plant has been nursery raised from a 
seedling it will provide a guide to the grow- 
ing conditions that will suit. 

As mentioned, some genera receive less 
rainfall in winter but in conjunction with 
this, those from deciduous and semi- decid- 
uous forests will receive higher light levels 
throughout the winter months. For many 
orchids this is the key to maintaining 
healthy plants that will flower successfully. 
By using a permanent base layer of shade- _ 
cloth that aims to provide the minimum 
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level of winter shade and adding extra lay- 
ers to provide protection in the hotter sum- 
mer months, seasonal changes in light 
requirements can be achieved. Those 
plants that need maximum winter exposure 
can be hung closer to the roof with the 
added benefit of warmer temperatures 
beneath the solid roof covering, thereby 
emulating the conditions these plants expe- 
rience in nature. 

An added benefit of hanging these plants 
up high is that they are less likely to be 
accidentally watered as well as drying out 
quicker which follows their natural growth 
patterns and hopefully avoids many of the 
winter “rots and spots” that these plants 
experience when incorrectly grouped with 
other plants on benches. 

Aim to provide a permanent shadecloth 
cover that will provide for the minimum 
light levels in winter (approx 30 to 50%) 
then extra shading can be added in summer 
to reduce light intensity and heat, while its 
removal will provide greater light levels in 
winter with the benefit of maximum expo- 
sure to the winter sun and warmth. 

Black painted bottles filled with water, 
placed around and beneath plants can act as 
passive solar absorbers that can assist in 
increasing the night temperatures adjacent 
to the bottles by a few degrees. For some 
plants this can be just enough to ward off 
the drastic winter chills that otherwise may 
be the cause of cold damage. 
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Air movement 

Placing a plastic covering (such as poly- 
shade: a lightly coloured plastic with rein- 
forced bonding) on the sides of the shade- 
house, that experience strong winds can 
have a great benefit to the culture of your 
plants year round. I have fibreglass cover- 
ing the western wall, as my backyard backs 
onto open bushland and at times I have 
experienced some very severe windstorms. 

By placing the plastic from 30cm from 
ground level to 30cm from the rooftop, air 
movement will be encouraged through 
convection i.e. cooler air at ground level 
warms and rises to the roof area where it 
will be vented at the open space beneath the 
roof. This will create a natural air move- 
ment, which will assist in avoiding a stag- 
nant atmosphere that could encourage bac- 
terial and fungal problems. The gap at the 
top can be further reduced in winter to 
retain some extra warmth. This covering 
can be increased to cover all sides of the 
shadehouse in winter, which will help to 
control excess air movement, which would 
rapidly reverse the benefit of the extra 
light/heat from the reduction of shading 
and the solid roof covering. 

Limiting air movement is not com- 
pletely sealing the shadehouse unless the 
intention is to provide artificial heating and 
air movement. Sufficient air movement is 
essential to reduce fungal problems and 
many of the pests that thrive in stagnant 
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Come and see us at our new premises located in picturesque Srakoon, atthe 
former home of Srakoon Rainforest Mursery. Orchid growers, societies, bus trips, 
andthe general public are all welcome to attend our opening, which will include 
TMoming tea and a sausage sizzle. Open Sam-Spm. 


Please contact us for our catalogue. 
Nursery otherwise open by appointment only. 


conditions. Always maintain some air 
movement during the day even if sealing 
off the shadehouse to.trap some extra after- 
noon warmth during winter. Air movement 
is essential in the photosynthesis process as 
well as drying plants between waterings — 
remember orchid roots must breathe and 
sodden roots will soon begin to rot in the 
cooler, winter months when these plants 
naturally experience lower rainfall. Some 
have even adapted to survive winter only 
on the heavy dews that these areas experi- 
ence on winter mornings — being com- 
pletely dry several hours after sunrise. 

In summer the polyshade will protect 
plants from the excessive drying of hot 
westerlies. On extreme summer days much 
of the damage that occurs to leaves is due 
to the high levels of transpiration caused by 
hot winds blasting away all the humidity 
around the plant, producing dehydration 
and sunburnt leaves. The control of air 
movement will allow you to maintain 
higher humidity levels. Damping down the 
floor area on a regular basis will have an 
evaporative effect as the cool, moist air 
rises to be vented at the roof. 


Making use of micro-climates 
Having examined each of the cultural 
elements essential to good growth, how can 
a single shadehouse environment meet the 
differing needs of a variety of plants? 
By giving some careful consideration to 
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the placement of plants: a good under- 
standing of their native cultural require- 
ments is essential as already discussed — 
grouping plants that have similar cultural 
requirements and potting media in areas of 
the shadehouse that will provide the neces- 
sary microclimate to best meet the plants 
needs. Adjustments to the watering and fer- 
tilizing regimes can then be planned rather 
than a haphazard one application fits all 
approach, which eventually lead to poor 
growth or failure for some plants. 

A shadehouse that is positioned north to 
south over its length will have sunlight 
moving from the eastern (morning) to the 
western side (afternoon). Positioning a 2 
tiered bench down the middle of the length 
of the shadehouse will allow plants that 
need lower light intensity to be benched on 
the eastern side, while plants with higher 
light needs can benched on the western 
side. Being tiered, plants on the eastern 
side will be shaded in the afternoon. Plants 
that need maximum exposure can be 
placed on the top tier. 

The northern side will have the longest 
exposure while the southern end will usu- 
ally experience shadow in the afternoon. In 
winter plants placed on the western wall or 
hung high, directly beneath the roof cover- 
ing will experience much warmer temper- 
atures than plants near ground level or 
along the southern wall. 

Plants which to like to dry out quickly 
between watering ie oncidiums can be 
hung on the northern and western walls 
where the extra light and higher tempera- 
tures will assist the drying process. Plants 
hanging will benefit from increased air 
movement and light thereby emulating the 
conditions that many epiphytes from areas 
discussed, experience in the upper forest 
canopy in winter. The placement of plants 
on benching can also assist by way of 
minor cultural variations; bench height, 
surface and orientation to light can all have 
an effect on the successful creation of 
microclimate zones. Tiered benching with 
the lower bench being solid will allow the 
placement of a variety of plants with dif- 
fering needs. Solid plastic or Perspex 
placed beneath the top tier will prevent 
excess water running off to the plants 
below. 

Mesh bench on the top tier, at about 
waist to hip height will allow a second tier 
~ 40 to 50. cm from ground level with a solid 
benching surface. Genera such as Cattleya 
and Oncidium that like higher light levels 
and to dry out between watering can be 
placed on the top tier while cooler growing, 
shade lovers like Masdevallia and 
Odontoglossum alliance can be placed on 
the solid bench below. 

The easiest and cheapest way to create 
solid benching is to use Styrofoam boxes 
and to place a layer of sphagnum moss or 
gravel in the bottom to create extra humid- 
ity. Damping around the pots and under the 


bench can have a significant cooling effect 
during periods of high temperatures. 

New plants to your collection should be 
grouped with plants of similar cultural 
needs, having been determined by back- 
ground reading or prior experience. 
Depending on the time of year the plant 
was acquired you may need to repot it if the 
mix is inconsistent with yours or grouped 
with plants with similar mix until more 
favourable conditions allow repotting. It 
will take time to become acclimatised to 
your growing conditions but if the plant 
doesn’t show signs of new growth or 
begins to deteriorate then it could be the 
position it doesn’t like. 

Don’t be afraid to experiment with mov- 
ing plants to another location (microcli- 
mate) it could mean the difference between 
the plant sitting there in survival mode or 
growing like a champion. Look closely at 
the plant and eliminate insect or poor pot- 
ting conditions for the disorder then move 
it to an area with a different microclimate. 
Plants with yellowing or shrivelling bulbs 
might be moved to an area with lower light 
levels, a plant with soft spindly growth 
might require extra light or a plant which 
produces aerial roots, that the root tips 
brown off may need a position that pro- 
vides a higher level of humidity around the 
plant. Having moved a plant, give it time to 
settle in to its new location and look for 
signs of invigoration i.e. new roots, 
growths — that indicate a liking to its new 
position. However at times a whole new 
approach is needed i.e. potting media, 
watering for some plants depending on 


your cultural regime. 

Observation of your plants is the key to 
successful culture; your plants will talk to 
you but will need to take the time to exam- 
ine them closely on a regular basis to be 
able to understand what they’re telling you. 
Adult plants will allow you some leeway in 
time to make these observations and act 
upon them however seedlings are capable 
of curling up and dying on you in the space 
of a couple of weeks so be sure to close eye 
on them especially in extremes of weather. 
With a little thought about establishing 
microclimates and the careful placement of 
plants within the shadehouse a grower can 
extend the variety of genera grown with a 
greater chance of success. 

For the grower of a mixed collection 
care should be taken in selecting plants, 
read any available literature about its ori- 
gins and other growers experience in grow- 
ing it and don’t forget to ask if someone is 
growing it in your area. Impulse buying 
that pretty plant may lead to a lot of frus- 
tration when you can’t meet its cultural 
requirements. A mixed collection will 
reward the grower with a variety of flower 
styles and shapes throughout the year but it 
also presents a challenge to be able to suc- 
cessfully house all of these plants and meet 
their differing needs. I hope this article has 
provided some answers to these challenges 
that will help you in your endeavours to 
grow your ever-expanding collection of 
orchids that come from all corners of the 
Earth. 1 

Neil Minter 
Email: nminter1@yahoo.com.au 


VALE: 


Neil Siviour (1930-2003) 


sadly report the death on Wednesday 26 

November 2003 of our good friend Neil 
Siviour, aged 73 years. Neil was diagnosed 
with a brain tumour about a month ago and 
spent his last days in the Peter McCallum 
Cancer Hospital. Our thoughts are with his 
wife Ann and their family at this sad time. 

Neil and Ann began growing orchids 
about twenty years ago, a hobby that esca- 
lated when he retired from his position as a 
scientist with CSIRO about eight years ago. 
The large shade house that almost completely 
occupies the back garden of their Kew home 
soon became filled to bursting with cymbid- 
iums and other cool-growing orchid genera. 
Neil was particularly fond of coelogynes, and 
I well remember photographing a spectacular 
specimen plant of Coelogyne mooreana for 
which he and Ann received a Cultural 
Certificate a couple of years ago. 

__ Neil and Ann were foundation members 
of North-East Melbourne Orchid Society 
(NEMOS) and also belonged to a number of 
other societies — Melbourne Eastern O.S., 
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Ringwood O.S., the Orchid Species Society 
of Victoria and the Cymbidium Orchid 
Society of Victoria, as well as the Sapphire 
Coast O.S. in southern NSW, near their holi- 
day house at Pambula Beach. In retirement 
they travelled extensively, attending world 
orchid conferences at Glasgow, Vancouver 
and Auckland. 

Neil and Ann were also keen on searching 
for orchids in the wild, Borneo and Yunnan 
Province in China being special destinations. 
My wife Lorraine and I accompanied Neil 
and Ann on the trip to China — Neil amazed 
me with his stamina at such high altitudes and 
happily clambered over the mountains in 
search of orchids while I puffed and pottered 
around lower down. 

Neil has been a familiar figure at all of the 
orchid society meetings which I have 
attended over many years, and it is hard to 
realise that we will not see him there again. 
Farewell, Neil. i a 

Brian Milligan 
North Balwyn, Victoria 
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Accredited CITES & Phyto Export 
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THIS & THAT 


Attention AOR — 
, readers and 
Orchid Societies 


“This and That” is a regular feature of the 
Australian Orchid Review and readers and | 
Orchid Societies are invited to contribute any 
| small news items of interest to Orchid lovers. 
| The deadline for items can be found on 
page 3. 

Address all correspondence to the Editor. | 
“This and That”, Australian Orchid Review, | 
| 14 McGill Street, Lewisham, NSW: 
Email: bhadger@graphicworld.com.au | 


Charity Orchid Show 


The Brisbane Orchid Society is con- 
ducting its 31st Charity Orchid Show on 
Saturday, 17th and Sunday, 18th April 
2004 in support of the Pre-school. Our 
major sponsor is Zupps Megastore. 

A spectacular display of orchids in 
bloom will be presented in a wide variety 
of genera. Plants in flower, books and 
orchid accessories will be for sale at very 


reasonable prices. A feature of the show. 


will be potting demonstrations, and cul- 
tural advice will be available from expert 
growers within our society. Lunch and 
morning and afternoon teas may be 
purchased. 

Venue: Community Hall, Mt. Gravatt 
Showgrounds, Logan Road, Mt. Gravatt, 
Qld. 

Dates: Saturday, 17 April, 8.00am to 
5.00pm. Sunday, 18 April, 8.00am to 
3.00pm. 

Admission: $3.00. 

For further information contact Regina 
Chandler (07) 3841 3330. | 


C2 Flaskin 
y°-4 service S 
& C) avatlable 
for most 
genera... 


DAVID 
KEANELLY 
ORCHIDS 


22 Emmett Street 
Golden Square 
Victoria 3555 
Phone (03) 5442 4806 


Mobile 0411 352 036 
Email dkorchids@smartchat.net.au 
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The publishers of the “Australian Orchid Review” are pleased to 
offer their readers popular Orchid books at special discount prices. 


New titles will be added to the list when available. 


All you have to do is select the book(s) required and fill in the 
details on the form provided. 


MORE FLOWERING 
ORCHIDS THROUGHOUT THE 


YEAR 
by Ross Macdonald 


This is the sister volume to Cool Flowering Orchids 
throughout the Year. It is in the same format and style 
as the previous book, but also includes some genera 
that would require artificial heating in cooler cli- 
mates. This volume covers a further 314 orchid 
species and hybrids with 344 colour plates. Both 
texts are highly recommend to all orchid fanciers; 
particularly newcomers who wish to see an array of 
delightful flowers that they could grow. 


3 UICTRE Su. 


Softcover. 
+ PLUS POSTHGE AND HANDUNG 


COOL FLOWERING 
ORCHIDS THROUGHOUT 


THE YEAR 
by Ross Macdonald 


Ross Macdonald is a highly respected orchid 
grower and photographer from the North Island 
of New Zealand. This volume is devoted to cool 
growing orchid genera, which are easy to culti- 
vate in New Zealand and southern Australia. 
Growers in tropical areas should not be dis- 
couraged, as many of these orchids are indeed 
adaptable and will grow in a range of climates. 
Andy Easton has written the foreword. Ross has 
devoted the first few pages of the book to cul- 
tural hints, which are down to earth and give 
practical information on the basics of orchid cultivation. 


COOL FLOWERING 


ORCHIDS 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
rr eee nen nan wine earns mas 


ROSS MACDONALD 


Basically this is a pictorial book with over 300 full colour photographs, covering a 
similar number of orchid species and hybrids. The quality of both the photographs 
and the colour reproduction is impressive. All of the orchids have been captured using 
available sunlight and there is no flash photography. There is a wide range of orchid 
genera covered with particular emphasis placed on cymbidiums, dendrobiums, 
laelias, masdevallias, the Odontoglossum alliance and Paphiopedilum. 


The photographs are arranged in four chapters, referring on their main blooming sea- 
son. The use of seasons ensures the text is also applicable to growers in the northern 
hemisphere. 

This inexpensive book is exceptional value and importantly is written by someone 
who knows and grows these orchids. | thoroughly recommend this book to orchid 
growers, as it will be of great value to both novice and experienced enthusiasts. 


144 pp. 242mm x 168mm ID NCCE 
Softcover. Al] 


a) BOTANICA’S POCKET 
Botanica’s ; Pocket 4 ORCHIDS 


- ORCHIDS. | Creative Consultants: Bill Lavarack, 


Wayne Harris 
5 listed 


| Consultants: Gary Yong Gee, 
Howard Wood, Wolfgang Rysy 


Botanica’s Pocket Orchids is the fifth book in 
| the highly successful Botanica’s series. This 
superbly illustrated reference book contains a 
wealth of information to help every gardener 
grow the perfect orchid. 


Authoritative and practical with easy-to-under- 
| stand text, Botanica’s Pocket Orchids provides 
“| comprehensive information on colour, propa- 

~ gation, planting and flowering. With infortma- 


Paes tt ONSONTIRKES, 29.95 


mate, growing conditions, et) 
and feeding, it is the ideal guide 
“was $34295 RRP (Ind. GST) (Ind. 6ST) rSRSuENORNBE 


wherever you live. 


608 pages, colour. 


WHAT ORCHID IS 


THAT? 
Edited by Alec Pridgeon 


The orchid is one of the most passion- 
ately cultivated flowers world-wide, and 
for centuries it has been a symbol for 
the exotic and mysterious in the human 
imagination. As the brilliant photo- 
graphs in this book show, the shapes, 
hues and textures of many of these 
extraordinary flowers continue to pro- 
duce a shock of wonder in the viewer. 


What 
Orchid 


Ts That? 


This book will delight everyone, from |} 
the gardener with a casual interest in 
orchids, to the confirmed enthusiast. It 
takes in a wide spectrum of orchid 
genera and more than 1100 species 
common in cultivation, presented by 


~ ALEC PRIDGEON 
an international team of experts. 


The first section, by the General Editor, Alec Pridgeon, introduces orchid habitat, distri- 
bution, names and classification, hybrids, pollination, how to grow orchids and control 
pests and diseases, and orchid conservation. 


The alphabetical section, “Orchids A-Z", includes descriptions, names and synonyms, 
geographic distribution, notes on culture, and photographs drawn from collections 
around the world, showing the bestknown species in cultivation. 

Whether you are buying, growing or just looking, this is the vliiae guia to smdhe 


304 pages, colour. 


ORCHIDS IN YOUR 


GARDEN 


How to grow orchids in the 
backyar 


Robert Friend 


It sounds too good to be true, but orchids 
are as easy to grow in the backyard asa 
lawn or a bed of roses. Despite their exot- 
ic reputation, the everyday gardener can 
grow orchids without special pots or 
| greenhouses. 


| The book shows you haw to introduce 
j orchids into the garden, by attaching 
them to trees, fixing them on rocks and 
walls, or planting them in garden beds. 
| With more than 150,000 species and 
| hybrids of orchids in the world, there are 
plants suitable for every garden. 


Robert Friend draws on a lifetime's experience with orchids to explain how to choose 
the right orchid for your climate and how to landscape orchids in different types of 
gardens. Ranging from tropical to cool climate areas, from large acreages to small 


courtyard gardens, almost every back- 
OURDISCOUUTPRIE'S,99. 50 


yard can enjoy the best of one of OURD 
144 pages, Colour and B&W. was was $27.50 RRP (Inc. GST) RRP (Incl. GST) "0S Posace avo Havouns 


nature’s wonders. 


) 


SARCOCHILUS 
ORCHIDS OF 


AUSTRALIA 
Walter T. Upton 


Sarcochilus Orchids of Australia is the 
first book to cover all aspects of species 
of the genus Sarcochilus. Compact 
plants of great floral beauty with ease of 
culture, they are mostly cool to cold 
growing, requiring limited space, and for 
these reasons are quickly becoming the 
orchid of the future. 


The book gives each individual species 
a separate entry, with information on its 
history, synonyms, distribution, habitat, 
cultivation and hybrids, along with a 
drawing showing the main parts of the 
plant and flower, plus a colour plate pro- 
viding an easy means of identification. 


WALTER T. UPT 


Hybridising, including intergenerics, is dealt with in detail - most registered hybrids 
being accompanied by a colour plate. Other chapters include pollination, seed rais- 
ing and cultural information for the home grower. 


This is Walter T. Upton’s third book and is a companion to his very popular and 


informative Dendrobium Orchids of Mm ) sCOUNT Dp (f OURDISCOUNTPRICE $30.75, 715 


Australia. 
was was $39.55 RRP (Ind GST) RRP (Incl. GST) P1US Fostact ano wo 


119 pages, colour 
and B&W. 


AUSTRALIAN 
TROPICAL 
ORCHIDS 


Bill Layarack and Bruce Gray 


Compiled by two well known names in the 
Australian orchid world, this book is essentially a 
collection of 116 colour photographs depicting 
109 tropical orchids, chosen by the authors as 
representative. There is a short introduction togeth- 
er with brief text complementing each photograph. 


AUSTRALIAN TROPICAL 


Orchids 
nhl 


The text includes notes on distribution including a 
simple map, habitat types, an indication of size, 
flowering season, conservation status and many 
features of interest. 


OURDISCOUNTPRICE $413.15, 


was $1645 RRP (Inc. GST) 7Srsus no mons 


72 pages, colour. 


LYCASTE ORCHIDS - 


Cultivation and Hybridisation 
A.F.W. Alcorn 


lycaste orchids are easy to grow, and they produce 
flowers that range from the beautiful to the bizarre. No 
book previously has provided detailed cultural require- 
ments of the Lycaste, and this book should fill that gap, 
and encourage new growers to take up the cultivation 
of this beautiful genus. A section on hybridising con- 
tains valuable information on inheritance and genetics 
that will benefit any hybridiser, not just the grower of 
lycastes, as well as helpful hints on how to avoid pit 
falls in your hybridising program. 


Lycaste 


Orchids 


- \ 
- imme 
> ia 
, a 


Cultivation and Hybridisation 


A. FE, W. Alcorn 


Michael Hallett, a friend of Fred Alcorn for a number of years, co-wrote this book with 
Fred and has completed it posthumously. He has a background in genetics, research 


and botany, and a passion for plants, 
sees?" MN COMTARLE S499 
@ (ind.cst) 


237 pages, colour and B&W. ont was $2855 RRP (Incl. GST) RRP (Incl. GST) Ps POSE a waouNG 


—] GROWING PHALAENOPSIS 
| AT HOME 


James Neal 

This book is essential reading and reference for any 

person who grows, or is intending to grow, 

Phalaenopsis. 

} Jim, in a simple and easily understood style, explains 

and elaborates on light conditions, watering, tempera- 

4] tures, fertilisers, pests and diseases. 

Explanations of the way Phalaenopsis are named and 

|| the implications of growing seedlings, illustrate some of 

| the more difficult ideas for the layman to understand. 
The colour photography illustrates beautifully the topics 

under discussion and the orchid names are supplied, where necessary, as a caption. 


The illustrations drawn Sa s son Jamie are pertinent and succinct and make the sub- 


56 pages, cour ond 080. OURDSCOUNTPRIES 411.20, 


56 pages, colour Be B&W. 
was was $13.75 RRP (Incl. GST) RRP (Incl. GST) U5 FosTse AND HaNouNG 


INTRODUCING CATTLEYAS 
Noni J. Mammait 


Noni Mammatt’s fascination with the Cattleya 
Alliance, their most beautiful blooms and extensive | 
range of colour combinations, has prompted Noni to | 
share the results of her own trials in successfully grow- | 
ing and flowering all types of this most beautiful 


genus under shadehouse conditions in the city of | | 
Perth in Western Australia. She hopes that as a result 
of her writing some new growers, as well as the expe- 
rienced growers of other orchid genera, may be 
encouraged to introduce the Cattleya Alliance into 
their collections. 


24 pages, B&W. 


OURDSCUNTPRC 
was $715 RRP (Incl. GST) 


$16.00, 


PLUS POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


Ojyciae ORCHIDS FOR BEGINNERS 


_ Begintier ma A Guide to Selection and . 


Cultivation 
Allison and Mark Webb 


j “Orchids for Beginners” is for those just starting out in 
| orchids. It provides information about choosing orchids best 
| suited to your conditions and how to grow them. There is 
advice on what to look for when choosing plants to avoid 
some common traps and the expense of losing plants unsuit- 
ed to your conditions. The essential basics of cultivation for beginners are covered _ 
potting media, mounting plants, repotting and deflasking as well as choosing loca- 
tions and building bushhouses. There are suggestions for growing in country areas as 
well as indoors. The plant descriptions offer suggestions of plants to choose from as 


Il as introduci f th 
oases te aca, CURDSCOUNTANIE $10.45, 


PLUS POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


Australian 


rchid 


Review. 


Item & Title 


1. Cool Flowering Orchids 
Throughout the Year 


° 2. More Flowering Orchids C 
Mail Order Throughout the Year 
3. Botanica’s Pocket Orchids 


bookshop 


4. What Orchid Is That? 


order f o r m 


5. Orchids In Your Garden 


Sarcochilus Orchids of Australia 


— 


7. Australian Tropical Orchids 
Postage Zones 

8. Lycaste Orchids 
A Australia, New Zealand 


and Oceania 9. Growing Phalaenopsis at Home 
(Quoted A$ Dollars) 


R_ Rest of World 
(Quoted US$ Dollars) 


10. Introducing Cattleyas 


11. Orchids for Beginners 


Orchid 


eview 


For six, twelve or eighteen issues of 
Australian Orchid Review, fill in the form 
below and post in now together with 
your payment. 


ee ee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


CUT ALONG DOTTED LINES 


Recommended Our Plus Grand 
Postage Retail Price Discount Postage Total Number of Total 
Zone (RRP) Price & Handling Price Copies 


Asi8.00+ | A$5.00 | =A$23.00 

(Incl. GST) = US$13.80 

A$18.00+ A$5.00 =A$23.00 

(Incl. GST) = US$13.80 

= A$34.95 A$29.95+ A$7.00 =A$36.95 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$26.35 
= A$54.95 A$43.95+ A$14.40 =A$58.35 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$41.00 


= A$27.50 A$22.50+ A$5.00 =A$27.50 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$19.00 


= A$39.55 A$30.75+ A$5.00 =A$35.75 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$26.35 
= A$16.45 A$13.15+ A$3.00 =A$16.15 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$10.50 
= A$28.55 A$22.00+ A$5.00 =A$27.00 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$18.75 
= A$13.75 A$11.80+ A$3.00 =A$14.80 
(Incl. GST) (incl. GST) = US$9.75 
= A$7.15 A$6.60+ A$3.00 =A$9.60 

= US$6.30 


(Incl. GST) (Incl, GST) 
A$3.00 =A$13.45 
aa ae 
TOTAL ORDER 


A$10.45+ 
(Incl. GST) 


A 


i 
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Turn over to complete order details 


Please tick O Renewal 0 New © Address Change 
Send to Australian Orchid Review, 14 McGill Street, Lewisham, NSW 2049 Australia 
Phone: (02) 9560 6166 Fax: (02) 9560 6677 Email: aor@graphicworld.com.au 


CJ Australia 1 YEAR (6 issues) 2 YEARS (12 issues) 3 YEARS (18 issues) 

0 A$43.95 (Includes GST) 0 A$79.95 (Includes GST) 0 A$114.95 (Includes GST) 
0 NZ Airmail | 

0 NZ$58.00 0 NZ$107.00 11NZ$151.00 | 
0 US Airmail 

0 US$60.00 (1 US$110.00 0 US$165.00 


Enclosed is my cheque for (Payable to Australian Orchid Review) 


or charge my | Bankcard Mastercard 0 
[a Card expiry date [| | T | 


*Mr/Mrs/Ms 
Address 


Signature 


Postcode Telephone (__) 
All overseas cheques (except New Zealand) must be in US dollars, or equivalent for credit cards. Credit card sub- 
scriptions may be telephoned to (02) 9560 6166. 


CO Please indicate / jf this is a gift subscription and we will include, at no extra cost, a special card bear- 
Ing your good wishes. 


Message 


ABC 


ho W fo order CUT ALONG DOTTED LINES 


s "= 7s 
mai or@er orm 
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LOTS OF RARE ORCHIDS & 
COLLECTABLE PLANTS FOR SALE 
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CULTURAL NOTES 


Australian Natives 


These two months can produce a wide variety 
of weather conditions. They can be hot and dry, 
very stormy and wet or the cold season can set in 
early. With ongoing water shortages a few, nor- 
mal, late summer storms would be 
welcome — provided the wind and hail is not 
excessive. 

By now growers and their orchis will have 
adapted to water shortages with methods such as 
recycling laundry water, changing media and in 
general reducing water expectations. It will be 
interesting to see what effects, if any, there are on 
the autumn flowering natives. Look for changes 
in flower size and number as well as colour 
intensity. As these natives get ready to bloom try 
to keep their temperature conditions as even as 
possible. The species and hybrids of tropical ori- 
gin don’t like cold changes and drop their buds 
if conditions are too severe. 

Keep a close eye on plants for signs of any 
toxic effects from washing water or other sup- 
plies. Expect the plants to look a bit water 
stressed and toughened but be wary of dropping 
leaves other than on old pseudobulbs, poor or no 
new growth and other signs all is not well. If you 
are handwatering from a sprayer it must be 
tempting to add a little fertiliser each time — 
don’t. There won’t be enough water going 
through the pots to flush to excess out and would 
you want to have to hand deliver it 
anyway? 

If you changed your media to a more water 
retaining mix, be sure to keep a close watch on 
your plants if regular rain does return. Your 
growing conditions have changed and you need 
to be aware of how your plants adapt. Natives of 
epiphytic origin don’t like water logged roots — 
but then I’ve seen large and healthy specimens 
of Dendrobium kingianum and others growing in 
soil based potting mix! If water restrictions are 
reduced, don’t go back to heavy watering as the 
new mix means your plants no longer need it. 

Even if you live in an area where there are no 
restrictions it is important to consider your water 
usage. I have a spear point and pump which I can 
turn on any time I like and get free water. It’s 
easy to turn on the misters and let them run daily, 
but do the plants really need it? Many orchids are 
able to survive in drier conditions provided they 
have a bit of shade in the heat of the day. 
Adjusting your media and knowing you can 
leave you plants for a day or two in even the 
hottest conditions and that they’ll be fine is very 
much less stressful than being a slave to supply- 
ing water. Have confidence that the plants will 
survive, but be sure to make special provisions 
for mounted and other special plants first. use 
ponds and shading, maybe even a fountain. I’m 
not too worried about load shedding of the elec- 
tricity supply (blackouts due to the inability of 
the system to cope with the proliferation of air 
conditioners) at least as far as my plants go. (My 
footpath is as green or greener than my neigh- 
bours’. I water it very occasionally but mainly 
rely on rain; they water all day or twice daily 
then 
have to mow twice a week. They haven’ got the 
message.) 

If the low rainfall conditions continue, even 
the most secure of water supplies could become 
endangered due to irresponsible use. Our water- 


hole could drop and become contaminated by 
salt from the ocean which helps feed it if too 
much water is used and there is no rain to replace 
it. 

Water restrictions may well stay in place per- 
manently in some areas where the water supply 
is becoming less able to support growing popu- 
lations. 

Continue to look for ideas on saving water. It 
makes sense to recycle water both in terms of 
water bills and in the energy required to clean it 
for drinking then to process the sewerage. Tanks 
are being mentioned a lot, but they need rain to 
fill them and many growers simply won’t be able 
to install one of adequate size to maintain their 
garden all year, but maybe a 
little is better than none. I found lots of informa- 
tion about greywater recycling by typing that 
into Google (restricted in Australia). There are 
all kinds of guidelines and restriction as well as 
commercial devices to fit to your plumbing, if 
possible. www.savewater.com.au is one site I 
found from the search which has lots of useful 
information. [| 


Cattleyas 


During February and March, shading and 
watering is very important. I have seen a lot of 
very yellow leaves on cattleyas over the last cou- 
ple of months. The growers thought it was a 
nutrient problem. When I said no they all said the 
same thing. We have not changed the shading 
and they used to be greener years ago! Maybe 
our light intensity is getting brighter, or maybe 
because of the intensive use of nutrients our 
plants can’t take the increased light. 

It seems our cattleyas will need a little more 
shade over the summer period. 

During the summer plants seem to do a lot 
better if hung in the green house. They dry out 
better after watering, which means the plants do 
not succumb to black rot as easily. When you 
water, drench well to wash out all the undis- 
solved salts from the media. If the weather 
remains hot and dry you will have to water every 
four or five days. Small seedlings a little more 
often. Fertilise weekly with your favourite brew. 
I like GARDEN PARTY®, MAJOR CARP®, 
MERRI FERT or HSO 10. Some growers like to 
place a tablespoon full of ORGANIC LIFE pel- 
lets around the top of a 150-200mm pot. Don’t 
heap the pellets — just spread them around. 


With new roots appearing on many plants 
many growers do a little dividing during this late 
summer period. If they divide this time of the 
year — don’t cut into anything less than four 
bulbs. When potted, keep plants in a cool airy . 
position in the green house. Drench pots three or 
four times, a week apart with AUXINONE®. 
Don’t fertilise until you see evidence of new root 
activity. 

Watch for scale. If you see any trace of scale 
spray with ECO OIL® or ANTI-SCALE®. If 
you notice any black marks appearing on the 
bulbs drench with PHOS-ACID. Read direc- 
tions before using as the active ingredient varies 
from manufacture to manufacture. | 


Cymbidiums 

Hot days, cooler nights(?) well you know 
what we mean. The plants need these cooler 
nights to initiate those flower spikes for this 
year’s flowering. 

The answer to this, is to water in the cool of 
the evening to create a temperature drop in your 
green house. During this time of the year you 
will probably have to water every three or four 
days unless it rains! (yes, it can rain!). If you 
water by hand give the plants a good squirt under 
under the leaves to create humidity to help con- 
trol two spotted mite. 

Watch for bulb rot during this period. You can 
sprinkle RIDOMIL® around the top of the pots 
or drench with AGRI-FOS®. 

Check weekly for two spotted mites under the 
leaves. If present spray with PEST OIL® or 
ECO OIL®. If you are having big troubles keep- 
ing the mites under control you may have to 
think about an I.P.M. programme (integrated 
pest management). This means introducing 
predatory mites into your collection. The 
BENEFICIAL BUG Co can supply you with the 
little mite eaters if you want to go that way. The 
may be contracted on 02 4570 1331. 

Fertilise weekly with a fertiliser that has a 
nitrogen content of less than 200ppm. You could 
use MERRI FERT or HSO 12 or maybe 
PETERS EXCELL HI K. If the leaves get a mot- 
tled yellowing effect you may have to give your 
plants a magnesium and iron supplement. The 
latest technology is to use BIOMINS to supple- 
ment the trace elements. You could use BIOMIN 
Mg at 1.0gm/litre monthly and the BIOMIN Fe 
at 0.5gm/litre monthly. During February you can 
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FLASKS, SEEDLINGS AND FLOWERING SIZE PLANTS 


Imported from top breeders in Germany, UK and Thailand 


African and Madagascan species 
Paphs, Lycastes, Vandaceous and more 


RARE SPECIES AND SOME HYBRIDS 


PO Box 114 Bowraville NSW 2449 
Telephone/Fax (02) 6564 4088 
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6 6 
Paphiopedilums 
Species and Primary Hybrids 

SEEDLINGS 70mm pots and Flasks 


Mail Order Specialist 
Send stamp for current listings 


Delivery Skyroad door to door. 
Up to 3kg — $15.50 Including GST 


Bankcard, Mastercard & Visa welcome 


K & H Orchids 
PO Box 308, Beenleigh, Qld. 4207 
Ph: (07) 3287 2343 
website: www.khorchids.com 
Email: ken@khorchids.com 


The Orchadian 


Journal of the Australasian Native Orchid Society Inc. 
Dedicated to the Study and Conservation of 
Australasian Native Orchids 


Subscription Rates: (Four issues per year.) 
$40 Australia 
$45 PNG/Pacific/New Zealand 
$50 Other Countries 


Subscription applications should be 
addressed to: 


A.N.O.S.Inc., PO Box 318, 
Willoughby, NSW 2068 
Australia 
Wwww.anos.org.au 


DISCOUNT SHADECLOTH 
Largest range in Australia 
30%-98% shade 
Over 50 colours 
Waterproof shadecloth 
Weedstop 


* SHADE HOUSES + PLANT STANDS 
PORTABLE GAZEBOS 
SUN SHELTERS 
ROLL-UP SHADECLOTH BLINDS 
SHADE SAILS & SHADE COVERS 
MADE TO ORDER 


Contact one of our Display Centres 


BRISBANE 
5/9 Combarton Street 
Brendale 4500 
Ph 07 3889 8444 


Florafest pry uta 


PO Box 583 —=— Bulimba 4171 
Phone O4 1219 2362 Fax O7 4630 1102 
www. florafest.com.au 
eMail: barry@florafest.com.au 


Oncidium Alliance Special 
All Flowering Size Plants 
Choose any 6 for $100... 

9 for $145 .. 12 for $185 

or all 18 for $265 

(All freight free .. in Australia) 


7687 Beallara Marfitch 'Galaxy' HCC AOS 

7696 Beallara Marfitch 'Unicorn Splendor' 

7688 Beallara Sadie Loo ‘Orange Zest' 

7566 Brassia Rex ‘Highlander’ 

7648 Burrageara Jungle Moss ‘Rain Forest’ 

7685 Colmanara Wildcat ‘Jaguar' 

7689 Colmanara Wildcat 'Lorene' AM AOS 

7690 Colmanara Wildcat ‘Petite Sirah' HCC AOS 
7691 Degamoara Flying High “Montezuma' 

7270 Miltoniopsis Jersey ‘Sweet Candy' 

7697 Miltoniopsis Roulette 'Pay Off' 

7678 Odontocidium Mayfair ‘RCW’ FCC AOS 
7573 Odontoglossum hallii x bictoniense 'Florafest' 
7516 Odontonia Kamono 'JEM' 

7694 Oncidium Camival Costume 'Summer Sprite’ 
7692 Oncidium Sharry Baby ‘Fantasy’ 

7695 Oncidium Twinkle 'Pink Pride' 

7693 Wilsonara Kolibri 'Magenta' 


All Quality Showbench Mericlones from Top 
International Nurseries. We have lots of other 
| specials of Cymbidiums, Dendrobiums and_ 
ygopetalums. Phone today for Specials List 
or visit our Web Site: www.florafest.com.au 


Our 2004 Catalogue is Now Available 


SHADE PRODUCTS 


WAREHOUSES 
Open to the Public 


“The Best Brands 


at the 


Cheapest Prices’”’ 


AUSTRALIA WIDE 
DELIVERY SERVICE 


UMBRELLAS 
Large & Small 
Side or — 
Centre Pole 


TOWNSVILLE 
17 Hamill Street 
Garbutt 4814 
Ph 07 4775 1344 


www.theshadecentre.com.au 
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Orchid 
Culture 
Media 


Current supplier to Valley Orchids, 
Adelaide Orchids and. many other 
nurseries and hobbyists. Overseas 
orders welcomed. We_ respond 
promptly. 

We don’t just sell media; we use the 
media we make and provide sound 
advice. Thirty three+ years on-going 
laboratory experience. 


All media freshly prepared and 
cover the sowing and_ replate 
requirements of common and un- 
usual genera including terrestrials. 


Our media produce rapid germina- 
tion, well balanced plants and good 
root growth. 


When ordering please advise re: 
Orchid genus. Replate, sowing 
or cloning. Solid or liquid 
cloning. 

Per Litre prices (including GST):— 

1 to 4 litres $8.00/L 

5 to 9 litres $7.15/L 

10 to 50 litres $6.60/L 

51 to 100 litres $6.35/L 

Over 100 litres P.O.A. 

For Cloning media add 55c/L 


Hormone Keiki Paste in 3ml tubes for 
stem propagation of Phalaenopsis and 
other genera. $8.80 per pack including 
P&P and GST. ‘ 
Price includes packing and postage, 
Express Post where practical in 
Australia for orders of four or more litres 
of medium. 


Full Laboratory Service - 


sowing, 
cloning, replating and colchicine treat- 
ment available. 


Disa Specialist:— Flasks/Plants 
Australian Terrestrials — Flasks 
Laboratory Consultancy Service 


Contact us for second hand Autoclaves 
and Laminar Flow Cabinets. 


Western Orchid 
Laboratories 


P.O. Box 276, Blackwood S.A. 5051 
ABN 25 582 464 986 


CUSTOMER ADVICE HOTLINE 
24 hour phone and fax:— 
(08) 8270 4599 


E-Mail western@arcom.com.au 
Bankcard + Mastercard + Visa 


Please supply your name, card 
number and expiry date. 
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top dress with a 5.6 month controlled release fer- 
tiliser, top dress with ORGANIC LEAF or 
maybe you could use BIOVERM. 

Now is a good time to pot on your seedlings. 
A change or media will give them a growth 
boost. Fertilise weekly with a high nitrogen fer- 
tiliser such as HSO 22, AQUASOL, or PETER 
EXCELL HINITE. It is good practice to alter- 
nate with a good organic such as GARDEN 
PARTY or MAJOR CARP | 


Paphiopedilum 

The weather is normally hot and, particu- 
larly during February, quite humid. If you 
haven’t taken precautions against mealy bug 
and scale, keep an eye out. Scale usually only 
becomes a problem in collections which have 
been neglected and can usually be traced to host 
plants, often ferns. Mealy bugs, on the other 
hand, can appear almost out of the blue and 
you can have a major infestation before you 
notice it. Both these pests can be controlled 
with ‘Malascale’; repeat spraying may be 
necessary. 

Care of paphs. during this period of the year 
consists mainly of routine watering and the 
regular application of soluble fertiliser as 
advised previously, still taking care to avoid 
overwatering. When the nights are hot it is 
better to water during the evening to induce a 
temperature drop about nightfall; this will assist 
promote flowering and, in my experience, help 
avoid deformed flowers. 

Excessively high temperatures should be 
avoided by whatever means you have at your 
disposal. In the bush house, shading and simple 
misting of the plants is all that can practically be 
done; natural air movement usually avoids prob- 
lems under these conditions. 

Glass houses can present problems with 
excessive heat during summer, particularly if 
they are small. An adequately sized evaporative 
cooler is a very useful, albeit costly, device for 
creating good summer growing conditions in the 
glasshouse. The cooler must be so installed that 
it draws fresh air from outside — recirculation is 
useless. Sufficient ventilation should be pro- 
vides at the top of the house-to ensure that the 
cooler operates without back pressure. A simple 
thermostat, set at about 28 degrees Celsius, is 
sufficient control; this may need to be wired 
through a relay. 

In the absence of an evaporative cooler, sum- 
mer temperature control is best achieved by a 
combination of ventilation, shading and misting. 
Whilst shadecloth over, and some distance away 
from, the glass helps with cooling — and can con- 
veniently be removed during the cooler months 
—a thin coat of white paint in addition is almost 
always necessary. A vinyl water base paint, 
thinned with three or four times its volume of 
water, is very suitable. Don’t use an acrylic paint, 
it is almost impossible to remove. | 


Phalaenopsis 

The beauty or growing this genus is that you 
always have a flower in the glass house. Plants 
still need good shading during February, March. 
The extreme heat of mid-summer can dehydrate 
your flowers very quickly. 

Keep fans going and increase your humidity. 


Pick off all old spikes and spent flowers. When 
you break off the old spikes, break off above bot- 
tom node, so as the plant can initiate another 
spike. 

Repotting can be done over the next couple of 
months if necessary. Use DEBCO medium or 
coarse bark as a potting media. Ass a little coarse 
perlite for extra air space ... some growers are 
now using Coco peat and extra coarse or jumbo 
perlite with good results. P.S. see note at end of 
notes. 

. Fertilising is very important during the late 
summer period. PETERS GENERAL PUR- 
POSE is a good choice to use during the summer 
period. Try not to overdo the nitrogen. Some 
growers say use a balanced fertiliser, but what is 
balanced?? Some books use the oxide figures of 
fertilisers and say a balanced fertiliser is a 20-20- 
20 (oxide) which relates to a 20-8.5-16.5 in the 
elemental form. Confused!! Phalaenopsis which 
are in a healthy condition, have a leaf*content 
2.0% nitrogen, 0.2% phosphorus and 2.0% 
potassium. Calcium 1.25%, magnesium 0.25% 
Boron at 30ppm, manganese at 25ppm and zinc 
at 35ppm. Don’t lose these figures as one day 
you may need them! iy 

Keep plants just moist over the next couple of 
months. Don’t forget fertilise AFTER watering! 

Watch for phalaenopsis mites under the 
leaves during the summer period. Some growers 
have reported reasonably good results using 
ECO-OIL® at standard rates. Try not to let the 
oil get on he buds r blooms as they can mark if 
the temperature rises above 27° Celsius. 


HYSAN® used every ten to fourteen days 
should keep leaf spots away. Watch out for 
botrytis during the hot weather. You could spray 
with TRI-D25® every fourteen days to keep 
your flowers clean. 

NOTE: In the U.S.A. they have found over a 
period of time, Perlite can slowly break down 
and cause potassium toxicity if used in large 
ratios in potting mixes. | 


Vandaceous 


Watering:— Don’t allow to dry out. Water — 
thoroughly every day. In very hot dry conditions 
water in early mornings and mist again late after- 
noon. 

Light:— Strap leaf vandas, ascocendas and 
other vandaceous genera with wide. leaves 
require 50% to 70% shade although semi-terete 
and other narrow leaf types will be okay with 
30%. 

Fertiliser:— Do not fertilise dry plants. 
Always water beforehand. Fertilise weekly 
alternating over a 4 weekly cycle as follows— 
Wk.1. — Inorganic low Nitrogen 

— Campbells A., Flowfeed HP8. 

—or Aqua K. 
Wk.2. — Wuxall Folair. 
Wk.3. — Inorganic low Nitrogen — as for wk.1. 
Wk.4. — Organic — Fish emulsion or Nitrogen. 

Pest Control:— Fungicide every 6 weeks (e.g. 
Daconil, Wettable Sulphur or Ridomil MZ WP). 

Use Diazanon, Malathion or Pyrethrum to 
control insects. ou 


N.G.N. 
ORCHID FEST 
2004 


The Biennial Show and Conference of the’ 
Sub Tropical Orchid Council Queensland 
hosted by Nambour and Gympie Orchid 
Societies and Noosa Orchid and Foliage 
Society, will be held in 


NAMBOUR R:S.L. 
WILLOWS FUNCTION ROOMS 
MATTHEW STREET, NAMBOUR 
12th, 13th and 14th June 2004 
The schedule will include: 


Benching, Table Top Displays, Floral Art 
Photographic and Art Competitions. 


For information contact the Secretary: 

Peter Harris, 12 Murra Court, Tewantin, Qld 4564. 
Phone 07 5474 0840. “ 
Email: peterharris @ smartchat.net.au 
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P&R 
ORCHIDS 


Just off the Pacific Highway 
half way between Brisbane 
and Sydney. 


Turn into Port Macquarie at 
the Oxley Highway. 
We are only 4km on the right. 


Kew 
New Lists Just Out 


Many new species and 
hybrids available in 
Paphiopedilums and 

Dendrobiums. 


We are processing a very 
large import from South 
America and will have lots 
of new species (287) later 
in the year for our regular 
customers. 


Send us your wish list and 
We Inay surprise you. 
Our thanks to all those 
who supported us at the 
Sydney, Melbourne and 
Adelaide Shows. 


KI 


For your FREE LISTS, write, 
phone, or just drop in and see 
for yourself. 


We are closed Sundays. 
KA 


Ph: 02 6581 3061 
Fax: 02 6581 0907 


e-mail prorchid@tsn.cc 


PO Box 5113 
PORT MACQUARIE NSW 2444 


Cnr. Phillip Charlie Drive & Oxley 
Hwy. Port Macquarie NSW 2444 


www.prorchids.com 
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Gardens Fined for 
Involvement 
with Smuggled Orchid 


Sarasota Herald Tribune. 
19th December 2003 
SARASOTA, FLORIDA, USA — 
The Marie Selby Botanical Gardens 
pleaded guilty in court papers filed 
Wednesday to accepting a rare orchid 
the federal government said was 
smuggled in from Peru. 


“Tn our excitement to see a new species, 
we handled an orchid brought in illegally 
to the country,” said Barbara Hansen, 
chairwoman of the Selby board of trustees. 
“The gardens and one of its staff have 
pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor under the 
Endangered Species Act.” The plea, filed 


_ at the federal courthouse in Tampa, settled 


months of negotiations with the U.S. Fish 
& Wildlife Service and the Department of 
Justice. 

Selby, a nonprofit botanical garden 
along Sarasota’s bayfront, and a staff sci- 
entist pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor 
charge of handling the orchid. The gardens 
agreed to pay a $5,000 fine, be placed on 
probation and send a letter to the interna- 
tional orchid-naming society in Vienna, 
Austria, asking that the name of the flower 
be changed. 

The slipper orchid, Phragmipedium 
kovachii, is named after James Michael 
Kovach, the Virginia nursery owner who 
brought it to Selby and who was indicted 
in November on charges of possessing the 
plant and smuggling it into this country. 

Hansen would not identify the Selby 
scientist who pleaded guilty, and the court 
papers were not available, but only one of 
two scientists responsible for accepting the 
flower remains at the gardens. Dr. Wesley 
E. Higgins is head of the orchid identifica- 
tion center. The other scientist, Dr. John T. 
Atwood, left last year. He was Selby’s 
orchid curator. 

The orchid scandal was the latest in a 
string of challenges facing Selby. Several 
key staffers have quit in recent months, 
including Shawn Farr, the man hired in 
May to stabilize the gardens. Farr cited 
disagreements with Hansen and other 
board members. More than a half-dozen 
board members have quit and several large 
donors have withheld their contributions 


over the board’s firing in July of Meg 
Lowman, Selby’s popular director since 
1999. Selby’s board has convened a nine- 
member committee of high-profile 
Sarasotans, board members and a staff and 
a volunteer representative to conduct a 
nationwide search for a new executive 
director. 

In the orchid world, Kovach’s flower 
has been described as the most spectacular 
find in 100 years. Yet federal investigators 
havé charged that Kovach brought the 
orchid into the United States in violation 
of the 1973 Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species. The treaty is 
intended to keep threatened animals and 
plants from being removed from the wild. 

Kovach bought the flower in May 2002 
while on an orchid-collecting trip in 
Moyobamba, a city in the high jungles of 


northeastern Peru. He knew it was special. ~ 


In the orchid-growing world, a spectacular 
find can bring international prestige. 

Kovach flew back to the States and went 
through U.S. Customs in Miami. He 
declared he had plants and was whisked 
through. He headed straight for Selby, 
where, on June 5, 2002, he met with 
Higgins and Atwood. Within a week, they 
had named the orchid after Kovach. 

Hansen said Selby returned the orchid 
to Peru months ago. The problems at Selby 
have not affected its day-to-day opera- 
tions, and its attendance has increased over 
the past year. Hansen said she’s glad the 
orchid issue is behind the internationally 
recognized gardens. “The gardens are on a 
roll,” Hansen said. “With the orchid issue 
behind us, there is no boundary we can’t 
reach.” 

Editor’s Note: A group of Australian 
orchid enthusiasts, including — Tan 


Chalmers, Ken Siew, Irene Bodell, Jane 


Wright, Bob Moar and Gary Yong Gee 
were pleasantly surprised by their good 
fortune to see this magnificent flower so 
early in their Peruvian trip. They saw two 
plants of Phragmipedium kovachii in 
flower on their second day. One plant was 
at the Manuel Arias Nursery at Santa Clara 
and the other was at the Peruvian Orchid 
Society in Lima. Ian Chalmers and Ken 
Siew emailed me images of these clones, 
with the photos taken by Ian Chalmers and 
Irene Bodell. a 
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SHOWDATES 


DATE TIME SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW ADDRESS 
Queensland 
18-20 March Shopping Centre Autumn Gold Coast The Pines Shopping Centre 
Hours K.P. McGrath Drive, Elanora 
19 March 9.00am-6.00pm Autumn Townsville T.O.S. Hall 
20 March 8.00am-.5.00pm Pioneer Park 
21 March 9.00am-4.00pm Kirwan 
20 March 8.30am-4.30pm Autumn Eastern District Wondall Heights State School Assembly Hall 
Wondall Road, Manly West 
26-28 March 9.00am-4.00pm Autumn Queensland Auditorium 
Botanic Gardens, Mt. Coot-tha 
27 March 9.00am-3.00pm Autumn Childers & Isis RSL Hall 
(Charity Show) District Churchill Street, Childers 
3 April 8.30am-4.00pm Autumn Ipswich Bundamba State School Hall 
4 April 8.30am-2.00pm ; Brisbane Road, Bundamba 
3 April 8.30am-5.00pm Autumn (Orchid & West Brisbane Auditorium 
Plant Spectacular) Botanic Gardens, Mt. Coot-tha 
9 April 9.00am-5.00pm Autumn Bribie Island Ningi Community Hall 
10 April 9.00am-2.30pm Bribie Island Road, Ningi 
15-16 April 9.00am-5.00pm Autumn Sunshine Coast Beausang. Gallery 
17 April 9.00am-2.30pm Caloundra Caloundra Cultural Centre 
Minchinton Street, Caloundra 
17 April 9.00am-4.00pm Autumn Beaudesert & Districts Drynan Pavillion, Beaudesert Showgrounds 
18 April 9.00am-3.00pm Orchid & Foliage Albert Street, Beaudesert 
17-April 8.00am-5.00pm Autumn Brisbane Community Hall, Mt. Gravatt Showgrounds 
18 April 8.00am-3.00pm (31st Charity Show) Cnr. Logan & Broadwater Roads 
Mt. Gravatt 
I I $$$ $$$ $$$ 
21-24 April Shopping Centre Autumn West Moreton Ipswich City Square 
Hours Orchid Group Ipswich 
22-24 April Shopping Centre Autumn Mackay & Districts Mt. Pleasant/Greenfields 
Hours Shopping Centre 
22 April 8.30am-9.00pm Autumn Southport & Districts | Stockland Shopping Centre 
23 April 8.30am-5.30pm Burleigh Heads 
24 April 8.30am-4.00pm 
24 April 8.30am-4.00pm Autumn Redlands Donald Simpson Leisure Centre 
Bloomfield Street, Cleveland 
New South Wales 
31 March-2 April 7.00am-9.00pm Autumn Alstonville Alstonville Shopping Plaza 
3 April 7.00am-12 noon Alstonville 
15-16 April 7.30am-10.00pm Autumn City of Lismore Lismore Central Shopping Centre 
17 April 7.30am-2.00pm Lismore 
17-18 April 9.00am-4.00pm Autumn Illawarra District 96 Market Street 
Wollongong 


156 Pimpala Road 

Morphett Vale 

South Australia 5162 

Phone (08) 8381 2609 Fax (08) 8381 8335 
Mobile 0419 823 724 


* Please note the new address and phone numbers * 


JUST LIKE RIPLEY! 
BELIEVE IT OR NOT J! 


EASY ORCHIOS 
2004 CATALOGUE 
(S NOW AT 


www.easyorchids.com 


TAKE A PEEK TODAY 
| 
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New Web site - www.valleyorchids.com.au 


featuring lots of new photos and new releases 


Send us your email address and we will email you with news, new releases 
and special offers — cymbids @valleyorchids.com.au 
If you do not have access to the internet, 
contact us for lists of plants available. 


42 


Cymbi LUT. |< 


Editor’s Report 


hile thinking about a topic for this 

editorial the variety of subject 
matter covered in articles and features in 
front of me suggested a theme. Likewise, 
the variety in Cymbidium types available 
was self-evident from the various 
accompanying pictures submitted with 
the articles spread across my desk. 

There is probably no other single 
orchid genera as accessible in terms of 
accommodating culture, climate range 
and adaptability as the Cymbidium while 
offering such a bewildering array of 
types, sizes, colours and habits, nor any 
genera so commonly available due to the 
production of quality mericlones and the 
depth and breadth of hybridising being 
undertaken. 

Cymbidium enthusiasts could certainly 
be described as spoilt for choice, yet it is 
still possible to take up the challenge of 
collecting and growing the rare, exotic 
and desirable within the genus if that’s 
what motivates you. Many of the species 
are rare and a challenge to find and grow, 
as are some particular hybrid lines, both 
from a breeder’s and/or a collector’s 
point of view. Vintage cymbidiums of 
significance are becoming increasingly 
rare and the collecting of peloric or noy- 
elty type cymbidiums, or Australian 
species and hybrids would satisfy a taste 
for the exotic. 


While the cymbidiums generally 


exhibited at orchid shows are dominated 
by the specialised breeding lines of show 
and award type hybrids and, as stun- 
ningly beautiful and imposing as many 
of thenrare, there is an endless variety of 
cymbidiums available that are less com- 
monly seen in public for those who wish 
to seek them out. 


Hopefully, through these pages, we 
have succeeded in bringing you a taste of 
the variety available in this remarkable 
genus and that we can continue to share 
the journey of discovery with you for 
many years to come. 


This year’s SAGE Horticultural 
Cymbidium Seedling of the Year compe- 
tition is featured with all of the state 
nominations, class winners, and this 
year’s overall winner, including the story 
of the winning plant from it’s owner. 
Peter Rochfort continues his series on the 
large-scale program he has undertaken to 
add new genetic material to the pure 
colour lines, and Dean Roesler continues 
his series on the hybrids based on 
Cymbidium suave. Rob Smith shows us 
an outstanding form of the species 
Cymbidium devonianum. Helen Stretch, 
Australian Cymbidium Society President 
and Registrar, gives us her annual report, 
and Peter Gibson brings us what can only 
be described as a unique flowering from 
his Cymbidium collection. A 


Rob Smith 
Editor 


Editorial Panel 


rr ‘ 


Dean Roesler 
20 Lawson Road 
Kalbeeba, SA 5118 


Tel/Fax: (08) 8522 6886 
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Noe Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Vic 3939 
Tel: (03) 5986 1121 
Fax: (03) 5982 1847 


Rob Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Vic 3939 
Tel: (03) 5986 1121 
Fax: (03) 5982 1847 


PRESENTED BY THE AUSTRALIAN CYMBIDIUM SOCIETY INC. 


HOW TO JOIN A 
CYMBIDIUM CLUB 
IN YOUR STATE 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month (except December, January 
and February) 

Meetings commence 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Lakemba Chapter Remembrance Hall, 
220 Lakemba Street, Lakemba, 
Sydney, N.S.W. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Peter Moore, 

10 Stephanie Street, 

Padstow, N.S.W. 2211 
Phone: (02) 9721 0572 
President, Geoff LeMarne, 

Phone: (02) 9449 9648 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of 
each month (except December and January) 
Auditorium open from 7.00 p.m. — 
Beginners’ Group commences 7.20 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Burnside Community Centre, 
401 Greenhill Road, Tusmore, Adelaide, S.A. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Graham Shevlin, 

22 Australian Avenue, 

Clovelly Park S.A. 5042 
Phone: (08) 8276 7652 
President, Ray Brady, 

Phone: (08) 8254 7136 


THE CYMBIDIUM ORCHID CLUB OF 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC. 
Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of 
each month (except January and February) 
Benching of plants commences 7.15 p.m. 
Popular Vote commences 7.50 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Belmont Sports & Recreation Club, 
Abernethy Rd, Belmont, W.A. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Marilyn Thomas, 

17 Broula Road, Kalamunda, WA 6076 
Phone: (08) 9293 0524 
President, Nado Lenkic 
Phone: (08) 9293 3196 


THE CYMBIDIUM ORCHID SOCIETY 
OF VICTORIA INC. 

Meetings are held on 2nd Tuesday of 
each month (except January) 
Popular Vote commences 7.50 p.m. — 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Mt. Waverley Youth Centre, 
Millers Crescent, Mt. Waverley, Victoria. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Kevin Brown, 

4 Riviera Street, Mt Waverley, Victoria 3149 
Phone: (03) 9808 1224 
President, Ken West, 

Phone: (03) 9725 7513 
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The Tetraploid 
Pure Colour Experience 


Part 3 


Text and Photography by Peter Rochfort 


JE Part 2 of the series I discussed some 
results that were achieved from crosses 
made in the early to mid 1990s. The strain 
development crosses from this period were 
beginning to yield a percentage of highly 
useable pure colour carriers. A number of 
new breeding lines were introduced into 
the program two of which revealed parents 
that were unanticipated pure colour carri- 
ers. The broadening of the breeding bank 
underlying further tetraploid pure colour 
development was beginning to show excit- 
ing possibilities. 

The aim of most Cymbidium hybridists 
is to both improve and diversify the cym- 
bidiums that exist at any point in time. This 
gives enthusiasts show growers and the 
plant buying public new and interesting 
choices. The same could be said of new 
introductions of any other commercial 
plant type. I was recently asked whether 
the further development of pure colour 
tetraploid cymbidiums was a viable under- 
taking. Because pure colours comprise 
only one strand of a diverse breeding pro- 
gram this was not an issue for us. 

The first step of the strain development 


stance that opens in early May 


Cym. Foxfire Honey ‘First Glow’ (Rose Armstrong ‘Sunray’ 4n x Royale 
Fare ‘No.5’) ‘First Glow’ is a huge long lasting flower of very leathery sub- 


program involved crossing pure colour 
tetraploids of suitable quality with the best 
available normal coloured tetraploids. The 
resultant progeny would all be pure colour 
carriers. In the second generation when a 
pure colour carrier is crossed with a pure 
colour tetraploid the outcome should be 
25% pure colour content. The remaining 
75% should be pure colour carriers. To the 
average enthusiast these look like normal 
coloured cymbidiums and are equal in 
quality to the outcome that could be 
expected from a normal coloured 
Cymbidium cross. The advantage is that 
the better quality carriers can be used for 
further tetraploid pure colour develop- 
ment. If anything, because pure colour 
tetraploids are still lacking in quality and 
variety, the pure colour content from 
crosses can be viewed as an added bonus. 

In addition to the crossed discussed in 
Part 2 there were a number of other crosses 
made in the early to mid 1990s which pro- 
duced some very useful results. 

The Cym. Foxfire Honey (Rose 
Armstrong x Royale Fare) cross was made 
in 1993 using both Cym. Royale Fare 


‘Krista’ and Cym. Royale Fare ‘No.5’ to 
cover shape and productivity areas as they 
were in the Cym. Foxfire Magic cross (x 
Cym. Pure Destiny). Only a handful of the 
‘Krista’ version were flowered which was 
a shame because the results were most 
encouraging. Variety ‘Golden Treasure’ an 
early June flowering seedling from the 
cross carried four flowers on its first flow- 
ering from a small plant in a 140mm pot 
and 14 flowers on its second flowering 
from a slightly larger plant in a 175mm 
pot. With its parents carrying up to 23 
flowers and 30 flowers to the spike respec- 
tively the flower count could exceed 20 
flowers to the spike from a mature plant. 
The flower lasts in excellent condition for 
several months on the plant. 

The version of the cross using Cym. 
Royale Fare ‘No.5’ produced some huge 
flowers as well as a small percentage with 
full shape. There have been no greens; all 
of the progeny have been yellow or lemon. 
In both versions of the cross there was a 
small percentage that began opening in 
late May, although the majority of the 
seedlings had a June/July flowering time. 


Cym. Foxfire Honey ‘Lemon Orb’ (Rose Armstrong ‘Sunray’ 4n x Royale 
Fare ‘No.5’) This late May flowering Cym. Foxfire Honey has inherited its 
shape and balance from Cym. Royale Fare ‘No.5’ 
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Cym. Foxfire Honey ‘New Dawn’ (Rose Armstrong ‘Sunray’ 4n x Royale 
Fare ‘No.5’) A long lasting late June flower of fine shape and very heavy 


substance 


Cym. Foxfire Honey ‘New Dawn’ is 
indicative of the shape that is appearing in 
the top percentage of the cross. It was 
interesting to note that in the ‘Krista’ ver- 
sion of the cross ‘Sunray’ 4n was the 
pollen parent while in the ‘No.5’ version 
‘Sunray’ 4n was the pod parent. On the 
limited number of seedlings flowered from 
the ‘Krista’ version it would seem that the 
foliage was more compact and less rangy 
than when ‘Sunray’ 4n was used as the pod 
parent with ‘No.5’. This was also the case 
in the Cym. Foxfire Gem (x Cym. Valley 
Angel) and Cym. Foxfire Star (x Cym. 


is 


Eastern Star) crosses. The main reason that 
we have used ‘Sunray’ 4n as a pod parent 
more than a pollen parent is that it tends to 
hold a pod relatively easily. We have had 
less success when it was used as the pollen 
parent. 

Another observation from our crosses 
using Cym. Rose Armstrong ‘Sunray’ 4n is 
that ‘Sunray’ seems to be very dominant 
for yellow colour. In crosses where a green 
percentage could have been expected, no 
greens were present. In crosses where the 
other parent was white or carried white 
genes, no whites have appeared to date. 


Cym. Foxfire Honey ‘Golden Treasure’ Royale 


Fare ‘Krista’ x Rose 
Armstrong ‘Sunray’ 4n) High flower count, long lasting properties and late 
May flowering time make this pure colour carrier an invaluable addition to 
the breeding bank 


‘Sunray’ 4n seems to impart huge flower 
size to a small percentage of its progeny as 
evidenced over a range of crosses. Its main 
fault as a parent is that it contributes an 
untidy growth habit to some of its progeny. 

When Cym. Eastern Star ‘Kawano’ 
became available it introduced the large 
Cym. Claudona labellum through its Cym. 
Sleeping Spring (Claudona x Sleeping 
Beauty) parent. We made a handful of 
crosses using Cym. Eastern Star, most of 
which were strain development crosses. 
The exception was the 100% pure colour 
Cym. Foxfire Star (x Cym. Rose 


Cym. Foxfire Star ‘Lemon Butter’ (Eastern Star ‘Kawano’ x Rose Armstrong ‘Sunray’ 4n) First flowering of this attrac- 
tive early August pure colour tetraploid which on subsequent flowerings improved its size, shape and flower count 
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Armstrong ‘Sunray’ 4n) cross which pro- 
duced a range of pure colour lemons and 
yellows including the varieties “Tulip’, 
‘Rapture’ and ‘Lemon Butter’. As antici- 
pated, a percentage of the seedlings inher- 
ited very large labellum. Spoilage due to 
cold damage was considerable in all of our 
Cym. Eastern Star crosses and conse- 
quently the balance of most of the strain 
development crosses was dumped. 

Two pure colour crosses made in 1993, 
Cym. Foxfire Sonata (Rose Armstrong 
‘Sunray’ 4n x Sleeping Nymph ‘June’) 
and Cym. Foxfire Generation (Kathie 
Lovell ‘Yowie Bay’ 4n x Sleeping Nymph 
‘New Generation’) are producing some 
rewarding results. So far the Cym. Foxfire 
Sonatas have all been yellow or lemon. No 
greens have yet appeared. The better 
seedlings have had very good shape and 
substance although at the bottom end of 
the cross the results have been worse than 
expected. There are still a number of 
seedlings to flower from the Cym. Foxfire 
Sonata cross and if the initial results are a 
reliable indication there should be some 
nice surprises. A later version of the cross 
using Cym. Sleeping Nymph ‘Glacier’ has 
still to reach flowering size. 


tual 


the only flower that came close to being green 


Cym. Foxfire Star ‘Rapture’ (Eastern Star ‘Kawano’ x Rose Armstrong 
‘Sunray’ 4n) One of the better shaped flowers from the cross. ‘Rapture was 


Although we did not end up with many 
seedlings from the Cym. Foxfire 
Generation cross, those that we flowered 
all had the vibrant non-fading colour of the 
Cym. Kathie Lovell parent. Most had arch- 
ing stems. Fortunately there was a per- 
centage that inherited upright stems from 
the Cym. Sleeping Nymph parent as well 
as fine shape, high flower count and good 
productivity. We gave the most useable 
seedling from the cross the varietal name 
‘Electric’. 

Another 1993 cross was Cym. (Rose 
Armstrong ‘Sunray’ 4n x _ Tracey 
Reddaway ‘Foxfire’). The Cym. Tracey 
Reddaway was from our remake of the 
cross using Cym. Coraki ‘Norah’ 4n. 
‘Norah’ carries the pure colour factor but 
whether this has been passed on to Cym. 
Tracey Reddaway ‘Foxfire’ can only be 
tested over time. A promising pure colour 
carrier appeared from the cross but once 
again from a tiny plant in a 100mm pot 
with one flower. The bulk of this particu- 
lar cross is yet to flower so we will hope- 
fully be able to look forward to even better 
results. 

It is interesting to note the different 
results that we have obtained so far from 


several varieties of Cym. Sleeping Nymph 
used in our breeding program. The vari- 
eties ‘June’, ‘Glacier’, ‘New Generation’, 
‘Tetramist’ and ‘Perfection’ have all been 
used. Of the two ice greens my pick would 
initially have been ‘Glacier’ rather than 
‘New Generation’. Although we have 
flowered more seedlings from more 
crosses using ‘New Generation’ than we 
have from ‘Glacier’. ‘New Generation’ 
appears to be the more consistent parent so 
far. There may be cause to review this 
assessment when more seedlings from 
‘Glacier’ begin to flower. A Cym. Sleeping 
Nymph sibling cross (‘Glacier’ x ‘June’) 
has begun to flower. So far on a limited 
flowering the colours have been evenly 
split between ice green and the darker 
green of ‘June’ with the ice green 
seedlings having the better shape. Because 
most of the seedlings flowered on small 
plants in 100mm pots a more accurate 
assessment will have to wait until the 
plants increase in size. 

“New Generation’ has certainly shown a 
tendency to produce whites and ice greens 
when crossed with normal coloured 
whites, which would indicate that it is not 
carrying inactivated pink or red genes 


Cym. Foxfire Sonata ‘Sunbeam’ (Rose Armstrong ‘Sunray’ 4n x Sleeping 
Nymph ‘June’) An August flowering flat light yellow. The best of the cross 
were good quality yellows 
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Cym. Foxfire Sonata ‘Sunrise’ (Rose Armstrong ‘Sunray’ 4n x Sleeping 
Nymph ‘June’) A well balanced August flowering yellow. Shows more of 
the Cym. Sleeping Nymph side of its ancestry than the Cym. Rose 


Armstrong side 


from its Cym. Durham Castle ancestry. 
When Cym. Sleeping Nymph ‘Glacier’ 
was crossed with Cym. Trigo Royale ‘C-1’ 
which tends to breed as a white when 
crossed with other whites of white back- 
ground, a percentage of pinks and whites 
with pink or red striping appeared. 
Although the evidence is not conclusive, 
my suspicion is that ‘Glacier’ may be car- 
rying inactivated genes for pink colour. If 
so, this will affect the way it behaves in 
strain development crosses with normal 
coloured white parents by increasing the 
blush and pink percentage of the normal 


Fn! 


coloured component. “Tetramist’ seems to 
impart vivid colour and large labellum 
while ‘June’ passes on high productivity to 
a significant percentage of its progeny. 

In 1996 we began to use Cym. Pharaoh’s 
Gold ‘John’s Delight’ 4n and some of its 
progeny in our breeding program. ‘John’s 
Delight’ 4n is an intense non-fading 
canary yellow pure colour which will 
carry arching stems of 20 or more flowers 
early in the season. It is susceptible to cold 
burn around the edge of the labellum but 
this fault does not seem to occur to any 
degree in its progeny. Well known Sydney 


Cym. Tracey Reddaway ‘Foxfire’ (Coraki ‘Norah’ 4n x Trigo Royale 
‘Cream’) From our remake using Cym. Coraki ‘Norah’ 4n this Cym. Tracey 
Reddaway carried around 12 flowers well arranged on upright spikes 
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Cym. Foxfire Generation (Kathie Lovell ‘Yowie Bay’ 4n x Sleeping Nymph 
‘New Generation’) This Cym. Foxfire Generation is typical of the intense 
non-fading colour that characterised the cross 


grower Gordon Giles, made several 
crosses using Cym. Pharaoh’s Gold 
‘John’s Delight’ 4n as a parent. We were 
able to obtain a few seedlings in bud, two 
of which showed excellent potential. 

Cym. Pharaoh’s Star ‘Desert Sunset’, a 
pure colour carrier, won Standard 
Cymbidium of the Year for us at the 
Cymbidium Club of Australia and Reserve 
Champion at the Central Coast Hunter 
Region Cymbidium Society Show at Lake 
Haven in 1999. It is indicative of the quality 
that is being achieved in pure colour carriers 
from strain development crosses. A number 


Cym. (Rose Armstrong ‘Sunray’ 4n x Tracey Reddaway ‘Foxfire’) A first 
flowering pure colour carrier which produced one large flower from a tiny 
plant in a 100mm pot. It already shows fine shape and excellent balance. 
The result will be interesting from a large plant 


<= Alan & Miriam Merriman 
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89 Levy Street, 
Glenbrook NSW 2773 
The Orchid People 


Sydney’s only one 
stop Orchid Shop 
We carry a large range of 
orchid requisits 
Port Pots always in stock 
We have a large range of 
Tassie Spag. Moss in all pack sizes 
Stakes - Water Breakers 
Nie-co Rolls 
Thermometers 
PH and EC Meters 
Sydney Agent for Woolf Orchidculture 
ALAN’S FERTLIZER 
HANDBOOK 
Price $10.45 including postage 
ALAN’S PEST and DISEASE 
HANDBOOK 
Price $18.70 per copy including postage 
* Nursery open most weekends 
for all your orchid requisits 
* Growing classes held monthly 


PHONE: 0247 395 141 
Fax 0247 398 090 


email: mirannorchids @ emunet.com.au 
8 web: www.emunet.com.au/~mirannorchids/ 
5 BANKCARD, MASTERCARD AND VISA 


Do you love 
Cymbidiums and 
Paphiopedilums? 


The Cymbidium Society of 
America invites you to join 


Membership includes six issues 
of the colourful 
Orchid Adventures magazine 


CURRENT ANNUAL DUES 
US$30.00 
(Includes Surface mail postage) 


ADD US$20.00 for overseas Air Mail 


[VISA, MASTERCARD, JCB or 
cheques in U.S. funds only] 


c/o Matthew Swift, 
Membership Secretary 
6658 Carnelian Street, 

Rancho Cucamonga, 
CA 91701-4515 USA 
Phone/Fax 909-483-5590 
E-mail cymsociety @ prodigy.net 


AOR 193 


48 


Cym. Pharaoh's Gold ‘John’s Delight’ 4n A non-fading June flowering pure colour canary 


yellow tetraploid. ‘John’s Delight’ seems to pass its best qualities on to its progeny 


of factors had come together to produce a 
flower of exhibition shape, good size and 
flower arrangement and beautiful colour. 
Cym. (Pharaoh’s Gold x Cronulla) ‘Karen’, 
a pure colour carrier, is also being used in 
our pure colour tetraploid breeding pro- 
gram. It has rounded petal ends and shape 
reminiscent of its parent, Cym. Cronulla 
‘The Khan’. It is also very productive and 
carries up to 20 flowers to the stem. 

From 1996 to 1999 there was a neces- 
sary slowing of the pure colour tetraploid 
development program while waiting for 
seedlings from our earlier crosses to 
flower. We had made most of the neces- 


Cym. Pharaoh’s Star ‘Desert Sunset’ (Pharaoh's Gold ‘John’s Delight’ 4n x Lunara ‘Gold 


sary crosses using better quality parents in 
our breeding bank. Sadly due to lack of 
room at the time many crosses had deteri- 
orated after remaining in community pots 
for several years and had to be dumped. 
The time lag before a useable number of 
good quality progeny were gained from 
earlier crosses was a source of frustration. 
Fortunately the wait is over there have 
been a number of very useable pure colour 
carriers and pure colour seedlings appear- 
ing over the last few seasons as evidenced 
in this series of articles. 

The pure colour tetraploid development 
program is moving ahead again at an 


Star’) A prize winning tetraploid pure colour carrier which is indicative of the quality of the 


better Cym. Pharaoh's Gold progeny 
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Cym. Sleeping Nymph ‘Glacier’ (Sleeping Beauty x Wyanga) There are a 
number of crosses from ‘Glacier’ approaching flowering size. ‘Glacier’ has 
the potential to outdo ‘New Generation’ in the overall quality of its progeny 


but will that potential be realised? 


accelerated pace. The new generation of 
pure colours and pure colour carriers pro- 
vides a source of material for further 
development. Several of the more useful 
Cym. Mem. Merv Dunns have been incor- 
porated into the development program. 
Some of those bred from the yellow Cym. 
Sleeping Ransom ‘Blazing Gold’ have 
compact foliage while others are white 
having been bred from a white Cym. 
Sleeping Ransom. We have also flowered 
some lovely seedlings from the tetraploid 


Cym. (Kathie Lovell ‘Yowie Bay’ 4n x Kelly’s Winter ‘Patricia’) A spectacu- 
lar tetraploid pure colour carrier which has Cym. Winter Wonder ‘Icicle’ in 


its ancestry 


pure colour carrier cross of Cym. (Kathie 
Lovell ‘Yowie Bay’ 4n x Kelly’s Winter 
‘Patricia’ ). 

The possible combinations are con- 
stantly increasing. The widening gene 
bank makes it much easier to compensate 
for any faults in the future development of 
pure colour tetraploids. The strain devel- 
opment crosses remain integral to the con- 
tinued improvement of pure colour 
tetraploids. This provides an ongoing 
source of variation to further improve the 


a 
Cym. Mem. Merv Dunn 


ideal complements 
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Cym. (Pharaoh’s Gold x Cronulla) ‘Karen’ This orange tetraploid pure 
colour carrier is reminiscent of its Cym. Cronulla ‘The Khan’ parent in 
shape. It is highly productive and can carry up to 20 flowers to the stem 


pure colour strains. It is rewarding to know 
that tetraploid pure colour carriers are of a 
standard where they can hold their own in 
any company. Despite the fact that The 
Tetraploid Pure Colour Experience could 
span several lifetimes, my involvement 
with it in this lifetime has certainly been an 


absorbing experience. | 
Peter Rochfort 

Foxfire Orchids 

PO Box 639 Gosford 

NSW 2250 


} ‘Ultimate’ (Sleeping Nymph x Sleeping Ransom) 
A pure colour white tetraploid which will be useful in further development 
of this type. Some of the high quality pure colour carriers should provide 
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Australian Cymbidium Society 
2003 Annual General Meeting 


President’s Report 


or the Australian Cymbidium 

Society 2003 peaked with the 
extremely successful National Show 
in Ararat in September. 

Thanks to Cymbidium Orchid 
Society of Victoria (COSV) for the 
successful running of the National 
Show. Dave Allen and his team per- 
formed miracles as usual. 

Thank you to all the major spon- 
sors — Fleurijn Orchids Holland, 
Van Schaik’s BIO-GRO, and 
Ararat Rural City who sponsor the 
Cymbidium Festival each year at 
Ararat and provided the Town Hall 
venue and staff to help stage the 
show. Thanks also go to the orchid 
enthusiasts who help make the show 
a smooth running event. Our appre- 
ciation goes to all the other sponsors 
who kindly donated to enhance the 
National Show. 

Congratulations to all the winners 
for the excellent displays of cymbid- 
iums. The standard of displays keeps 
increasing each year and many 
thanks to all the Cymbidium lovers 
who work so hard to provide such a 
visual delight. The increase in num- 
ber to 32 displays is a sure indication 
of the continuing development of the 
National Show and its high standing 
in the orchid community. 

We welcomed international visi- 
tors from Holland and New Zealand 
and many members travelled from 
New South Wales, South Australia, 
Tasmania and Western Australia 
along with members from Victoria 
who participated far from home. 

The new Leon and Wim Van Rijn 
award category from  Fleurijn 
Orchids Holland saw increased par- 
ticipation as members begin to 
understand the special factors that 
make a top cut flower Cymbidium. 

A big thank you to Ern Kettle who 
was Co-Registrar of Judges for the 
National Show. The smooth running 
of the judging segment by Ern and 
his team from COSV made our 


Helen Stretch, ACS President. 


Judge’s tasks so much easier for the 
selection of winners. Many thanks to 
all the accredited Cymbidium Judges 
from all the states who participated. 

Eleven national awards were 
given at the National Show — one 
AM, six HCC’s, one AQ, two 
Certificates of Excellence for 
Distinctive Feature, and one 
Certificate of Excellence for 
Outstanding Culture. Congratula- 
tions to all recipients of National 
Awards as these are recognition of 
expertly grown and interesting cym- 
bidiums. 

The dinner dance held on the 
Saturday night was very well 
attended and a happy evening was 
enjoyed by all present. 

The presentation of an Australian 
Cymbidium Society Award for 
Service to Ern Kettle in recognition 
of his service to the promotion of 
cymbidiums was the highlight of the 
night. Through his efforts as COSV 
Registrar of Judges, his display of 
keen knowledge, teaching, and 
enthusiasm for cymbidiums, he is a 
worthy recipient of the award that 
has, in the past, included Alvin 
Bryant, Dean  Roesler, Syd 
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Monkhouse, Bob Nicole and John 
Gulbis. Ern is also known for his par- 
ticipation in all aspects of the club 
life and is famous for his ability to 
entertain and amuse with his story 
telling at functions. Brian Noble 
expertly spoke of Ern’s abilities and 
introduced us to other aspects of 
Ern’s horticultural involvement. 
Congratulations Ern, we almost had 
you speechless on the night. 

The Delegates to the Australian 
Cymbidium Society are to be con- 
gratulated for the spirit of co-opera- 
tion in making sure the National 
Show is the premier event on the cal- 
endar each year. As each of the 
agenda items are discussed and 
decided we have a sense of achieve- 
ment in growing closer links with all 
the states. The fine-tuning of the 
Rules and the Minimum Show 
Schedule promotes greater unity and 
professionalism of our society. 

This year as we meet our goals 
include reviewing our path so far and 
confirming the By-Laws (decisions 
made at previous meetings not nec- 
essarily in our Constitution); a 
clearer understanding of Rules and 
Regulations regarding our National 
Show including measures to improve 
record keeping; and, enabling the 
ACS to operate with a better finan- 
cial structure and control. 

Many thanks to retiring Delegates: 
Alan Cushway (NSW) and Dean 
Roesler (SA). We welcome the new 
Delegates: Alec Canala (SA) and 
Peter Moore (NSW). 

I would like to thank especially 
Treasurer David Allen for his atten- 
tion to the ACS financial affairs and 
our Secretary Rob Smith for his 
extensive work keeping us all 
informed of current issues and his 
application to the role. 

I would like to thank everyone for 
your support and encouragement 
over the past year. 

Helen Stretch 
President 
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SAGE Horticultural 
Cymbidium Seedling 
of the Year 2003 


Cym. Butterfly Kisses ‘Viridian’. Owner/Hybridiser: Nado lenkic (Springfield Orchids) 


ince the inception of the Cymbidium Seedling of the Year 

competition the three generally recognised size classes 

and a category for novelty type cymbidiums of any size 
have been recognised. While various sizes and styles of 
Cymbidium have won the award, this year’s winner is the first 
time the Cymbidium judged best in the novelty class has gone 
on to become Seedling of the Year. 

Congratulations to Nado Lenkic of Western Australia who 
hybridised, grew and exhibited this year’s winner Cym. 
Butterfly Kisses ‘Viridian’ (floribundum x Bold Move) and 
Nado has written the following about his plant: 


Cym. Butterfly Kisses ‘Viridian’ 

What a pleasant surprise and honour it was when I was told 
that my Cym. Butterfly Kisses ‘Viridian’ had won this presti- 
gious award. At the time (a Saturday afternoon), I was repot- 
ting some cymbidiums while listening to the races. This 
delightful early blooming green cocktail miniature, with dis- 
tinctive peloric markings, is a victory for a completely differ- 
ent line of breeding to the traditional “big and shapely is bet- 
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ter” philosophy. I wasn’t aware that the plant had been nomi- 
nated by the WA judging panel to represent the Cymbidium 
Orchid Club of Western Australia in this competition. I would 
like to congratulate the delegates who voted for this plant for 
their foresight in accepting something rather diverse, and hope 
it encourages others to pursue their hybridising dreams — based 


on what appeals to them rather than necessarily sticking to - 


conventional lines. 


Background: 


In 2002, I registered the Cym. Butterfly Kisses cross, which 
is (floribundum ‘Dan’ x Bold Move ‘Madame Butterfly’). The 
crossing was made in late October 1996 with pollen from 
“Madame Butterfly’ being retained from May of that year. 
Seedlings from the cross came back from the lab in late 
September 1998. In early July 2002, I flowered my first 
seedling — a rather appealing light polychrome yellow minia- 
ture, with peloric markings and one stem of 13 blooms. The 
second to flower was in April 2003 — a pendulous yellow with 
no peloric markings but a bold deep red barred lip. ‘Viridian’ 
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was the third of the cross to flower. It started to open on 6th 
May 2003 with one raceme of nine blooms and was in a 
150mm pot (potted on from a 100mm pot less than three weeks 
earlier). When shown at the Cymbidium Orchid Club of 
Western Australia on the 19th May, it received a very 
favourable reaction and won both the Popular Vote and Judges 
Choice of the evening. 


Parentage: 

Cym. floribundum ‘Dan’ 1s a typical compact tiny red/brown 
with pendulous racemes that blooms in late October in Perth. 
Cym. Bold Move “Madame 
Butterfly’, as mentioned in 
my 2003 catalogue, initially 
opens as a green but with 
time takes on a rather yellow 
appearance. It has a deep 
crimson barred lip, with 
solid red wedges on the 
lower half of the ventral 
sepals, bisected by single 
yellow keels. A_ reliable 
bloomer in mid April, it is 
heat tolerant and multi- 
spikes with up to 12 flowers 
on an upright raceme. It is 
also delightfully fragrant. 


Christine. 


seen on page 48 of the 
August/September 2002 edition of the Australian Orchid 
Review. It is the flower on the left of the top row. The grex 
Cym. Bold Move (registered by me in 1993) was first made in 
1986 by my brother Simon Lenkic, a leading and innovative 
breeder in South Australia for nearly thirty years. It resulted 
from coupling Cym. Cleo’s Melody ‘Freakout’ with Cym. 
Peter Pan ‘Greensleeves’ 4n. 


Why was the Cym. Butterfly Kisses crossing made? 

I first started to use both Cym..Cleo’s Melody ‘Freakout’ and 
the best of its Cym. Bold Move progeny as parents in 1993, 
because I’ ve always been attracted to cymbidiums that are dif- 
ferent, whether it be because of their perfume, variegated 
foliage, spots, stripes, feathering etc. With the Cym. Bold 
Moves, their peloric sepal markings, their early flowering 
properties (April/May), and their fragrance, together with their 
tetraploid background and that the species Cym. ensifolium 
was one of the grandparents made them attractive breeding 
propositions. Whilst ‘Freakout’ and the Cym. Bold Moves 


Bob Campbell of SAGE Horticultural is the sponsor of the SAGE 
Cymbidium Seedling of the Year competition and his ongoing and generous 
support is most appreciated by the Australian Cymbidium Society and its 
member state clubs. Bob is well known in Victorian orchid and horticultural 
circles and, while not a Cymbidium fanatic himself, is a keen gardener and 
horticulturist with an interest in plants of all types. 

While attending last year’s ACS Annual General Meeting, the state dele- 
gates took the opportunity to visit SAGE Horticultural, to both meet and per- 
sonally thank Bob for his sponsorship, and he was kind enough to give the 
delegates a tour of the factory and demonstrate some of the products they 
make on site, or import from overseas. With a large part of SAGE 
Horticultural business coming from their consultancy and customised 
growing house service there is little Bob doesn’t know about controlled envi- 
ronments and heating, cooling and watering systems, whether for the 
largest imaginable commercial operations to the smallest domestic situa- 
tion. SAGE Horticultural is one of the few operations which can supply 
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were interesting in their own right, they had the weaknesses of 
being rather slow growers and their shape needed improving. 
A number suffered from that unsightly “ticking” or “ensi- 
folium crud” as the Americans are apt to call it. 


Cym. Butterfly Kisses ‘Viridian’ 

Overall, they were a bit dull coloured, and with a tendency 
to develop rot. Also, the form of the blooms was somewhat 
sloppy, particularly when ‘Freakout’ was mated to large or stan- 
dard size cymbidiums. Hence, I’ve always viewed Cym. Cleo’s 
Melody ‘Freakout’ and the Cym. Bold Moves as necessary 
stepping stones to better future 
generations, where hopefully, 
a lot of their obvious faults 
would be eliminated with the 
careful selection of partners. 
In using Cym. floribundum 
‘Dan’, I reasoned that minia- 
ture pelorics with better grow- 
ing qualities, guaranteed early 
flowering, removal of “tick- 
ing’, and a_better-formed 
flower would result. Based on 
my observation and experi- 
ence using the darker forms of 
Cym. floribundum, J also 
expected a greater variety of 


‘Madame Butterfly’ can be Nado Lenkic with daughter, Sheridan left, son, Michael and wife colours to eventuate. 


An outstanding crossing? 


Three plants to flower to date makes it is a little premature 
to pass judgement. However, the results are certainly encour- 
aging. The next couple of years will tell me a lot about the 
value of the Cym. Butterfly Kisses cross. 


Where to now with Cym. Butterfly Kisses ‘Viridian’? 


From experience, I’ve learnt not to move too quickly with 
promising first flowering seedlings. They have to prove them- 
selves in successive years before I’m prepared to do anything 
with them. One thing is pretty certain though — it is unlikely to 
have any future as a stud plant as it bred on a triploid (i.e.3n) 
cross. I’m looking forward to April/May, when hopefully, 
‘Viridian’ will flower for the second time. Currently, it has six 
new growths and probably about a year left in the existing 
150mm pot. By the way, as a bonus, it also has a sweet light 
perfume. | 

Nado Lenkic 
Kalamunda, WA 


equipment and products for a whole range of specialist horticultural appli- 
cations; made to order growing houses of various types; the materials to 
build your own; irrigation equipment, heating, cooling or ventilation equip- 
ment; humidity, watering, fertilising and other controllers; pots, potting 
mixes, fertilisers and associated products; commercial size automated pot- 
ting machines and, of course, SAGE Horticultural’s own fertilisers and plant 
conditioners Vitall and Vitall Plus, developed in conjunction with university 
researchers. For anyone who doesn't have the Opportunity to visit SAGE 
Horticultural at their premises at 121 Herald Street, Cheltenham, Victoria, 
their website www.sagehort.com.au should prove interesting to any orchid 
grower, gardener or horticulturist. 

Once again, the ACS expresses its thanks to Bob for his long term sup- 
port and his foresight in offering his initial support to a fledgling organisa- 
tion and a new and different competition back in 1995. | 

Rob Smith 
24 William Hunter Court, Rosebud, Victoria 3939 
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Best Large Flower Cymbidium 


Cym. (Lancashire Rose x Sylvan Globe) 


New South Wales Nomination Victorian Nomination 


Cym. Evelyn Victoria Cym. Kimberley Winter 
(Lancashire Rose x Sylvan Globe) (Kelly’s Winter x Allumination) 
Owner: G Kovacs Owner: Otto Wende 
Hybridiser: Dean Roesler 


Hybridiser: Bryants Orchids 


South Australian Nomination 


Cym. (Tracey Reddaway x Kelly’s Winter) 
Owner/Hybridiser: Moss Bray 


Western Australian Nomination 


Cym. (Red Beauty x Karen) 
Owner/Hybridiser: Kevin Butler (Ezi-Gro Orchids) 


oo Sie) | 
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Best Intermediate Cymbidium 


Cym. (Lancashire Rose x Ruby Eyes) 


New South Wales Nomination Victorian Nomination 
Cym. (Khan Flame x Spring Surf) Cym. (Culpaulin x Dolly) 
Owner: Peter Gibson Owner: Jan and Andy Leamon 

Hybridiser: Bryants Orchids Hybridiser: Mini World Orchids 


South Australian Nomination 


Cym. (Lancashire Rose x Ruby Eyes) 
Lancashire Ruby 
Owner: W Thomas 
Hybridiser: Neville Schaefer (Schaefers Orchids) 


Western Australian Nomination 


Cym. (Winter Beach x Christopher) 
Owner/Hybridiser: Kevin Butler (Ezi-Gro Orchids) 
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Best Miniature Cymbidium 
Cym. (Brook Street x Ruby Eyes) 


New South Wales Nomination Victorian Nomination 


Cym. Katy’s Gold (Pharoah’s Gold x Meal) Cym. (Brook Street x Ruby Eyes) 
Owner: Mal Ferguson Owner: David and Carolin Allen 
Hybridiser: Mini World Orchids Hybridiser: Andrew Easton (Geyserland Orchids) 


South Australian Nomination 
Cym. Owzat (Willunga Royal x Ruby Eyes) 
Owner: Alec Canala Western Australian Nomination 
Hybridiser: Deane Mills (Mills Orchids) Cym. Hayley (Katie’s Dream x Ruby Eyes) 
ee : Owner: Keith Podger 
Hybridiser: Kevin Butler (Ezi-Gro Orchids) 
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Best Novelty Cymbidium 


Cym. Butterfly Kisses ‘Viridian’ 


New South Wales Nomination _ Victorian Nomination 
Cym. (Jessie Blakiston x Cronulla) Cym. (Tracey Reddaway x Red Beauty) 
Owner: Mal Ferguson Alexandra Beauty 
Hybridiser: Mini World Orchids Owner: Jan and Andy Leamon 
Hybridiser: Moss Bray 


TE 


South Australian Nomination Western Australian Nomination 


Cym. (Tethys x So Bold) Cym. (florabundum x Bold Move) 
Owner: Alec Canala Butterfly Kisses ‘Viridian’ 
Hybridiser: Andrew Easton (Geyserland Orchids) Owner/Hybridiser: Nado Lenkic 


(Springfield Orchids) 


The Australian Orchid Review, February/March 2004 


; CYMBIDIUMS AUSTRALIA 


A Fork in the Road 


Text and photography by Peter Gibson 


ccasionally cymbidiums produce split or divided 
Osi although, usually, the resultant flowerings are 
substandard and only of interest because of the rarity of this 
phenomenon occurring. The flowering of our plant of Cym. 
Kelly’s Winter ‘Lassiter’s Gold’ as it developed in the 2003 
flowering season was, I believe, a little more spectacular 
than the usual split spike flowering. 

Early on in the spike’s development it was obvious that 
this would not be a normal flowering with it becoming 
apparent as the spike developed that it was producing a 
branching type habit with two distinct inflorescences on the 
one raceme. The accompanying photograph shows the 
eventual result with a total of eleven blooms of normal 
shape and proportion. 

What caused this unusual flowering, or if the plant will 
ever do it again, is unknown but it certainly drew a lot of 
interest and provided a talking point when benched at our 
local CSA(NSW) monthly meeting. | 

Peter Gibson 
9 Hayes Place 
Minto, New South Wales 2566 


ORCHID SPECIAL 
A&B FERTILISERS 


Food for all Orchid 
Species 

Crystalline — fully water 
soluble — especially 
manufactured for better 
orchids. Rich in 8 essential 
mineral trace elements. 


ORCHID SPECIAL A (Yellow 
Compound) 11.13.16 


Applied at initiation of flower spikes and continued 

through to the end of flowering. The high phosphorus 

and potassium and the low nitrogen content stimulates 
flowering and ensures a better bloom. 


ORCHID SPECIAL B (Blue 
Compound) 30.4.8 


For established plants, applied at completion of 

flowering through to initiation of flower spikes. Young 

and developing orchids should be fed regularly the 

whole year. The high nitrogen stimulates plant growth 

and plant vigour. Packed in 500g and 3kg units. Periodic 

feeding 15g in 5 litres of water. Regular 
feeding 2g in 5 litres of water. 


Campbell Orchid Special A&B 
Fertilisers “just for good orchids” 


For the name of your local supplier contact: 


NSW: Products of Excellence (02) 9417 0277, Beresford 
Park Nursery Supplies (02) 4966 5477, Frank Slattery 
Orchids (02) 9150 7985. ACT: C.1.C. Supplies (02) 6241 
7477. VIC: Fertool Distributors (03) 9796 4433. QLD: 
Burnell Agencies (07) 3394 2211, J.C. & A.T. Searle (07) 
5497 2022. WA: Nurserymens Supplies 
(08) 9353 2536. SA: Munns Lawn Co, P/L (08) 8277 8000. 
NT: Tropigro (08) 8984 3200. 


A product of 
COLIN CAMPBELL (CHEMICALS) PTY. LTD. 
5 Blackfriar Place, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164 


Telephone (02) 9725 2544 Fax: (02) 9604 7768 
P.O. Box 6789, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164. 
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GLENWOOD ORCHI 


Our contact details are: 


Post: 1265 Western Port Hwy Langwarrin Vic 3910 
Phone: (03) 9782 2668 Fax: (03) 9782 2469 
Web Site: www.glenorchids.com.au 
Email: glenorchids @ebbs.com.au 


Visitors are always welcome — see Melways Map 136-G-3 for our location 


DS Pty. Ltd. 


Introducing... 


(Ovette x Operetta) 
“Golden Elf’. 4n 


From a breeding program that 
is producing outstanding 
shape 


Some years ago we set out to pro- 
duce mini-Cymbidiums devoid of 
a common fault inherent in most 
Cym. pumilum progeny, namely 
narrow petals and basal sepals 
that furled backwards. A test 
cross was made that introduced 
genes from our Cym. Operettas. 


The result was our Cym. Dragon Song “White Opal”. 
Using a chance tetraploid Cym. Ovette we produced Cym. “Golden Elf”. 


A few years ago we flowered Cym. Operetta “Pink Duet” (irom Cym. Operetta 
X Operetta). This clone has an 80mm flower with fabulous shape. We are due to 
flower “Pink Duet” x Cym. Dolly “Featherhill” in 2005. 


Our future seedling lists will be of interest to those seeking quality miniatures. 


5% 


FOXFIRE ORCHIDS 


‘Dawn Lights’ is a June flowering © 
tetraploid pure colour carrier from i 
our cross of Winter Wonder —..5.. 
‘Connie’ and Rose Armstrong 

‘Sunray 4n’. It is one of the 
quality parents used in our @ 
tetraploid pure colour 
development programme. 


Write, 


phone, fax or 
E-mail us to receive your 
free copy of our current 


catalogue. 


Foxfire Sunray 
‘Dawn Lights’ 


P.O. Box 639, Gosford, N.S.W. 2250 
Phone/Fax: (02) 4374 1353 
Email: foxfireorchids @optusnet.com.au 


“The longest lasting flowers that I know...” 


Four months is a long time... 
imagine a Cymbidium in 
flower for four whole months! 
This is the reality of our favourite standard 
yellow Cymbidium. 


Tracey Reddaway ‘Sungold’ has flowers 
that last from mid June to mid October most 
years here at Gawler. It is also very easy to 
grow and flower... our big display plants often 
carry 2 spikes per bulb. The bright yellow 
flowers do not fade during their 4 months on 
display. For details of other fine plants please 
see our latest Catalogue, sent free on request. 


Free catalogue available 

In our regular Cymbidium Catalogue you will 
find a large range of miniatures, intermediates 
and standards. Most are selected for eye 
appeal plus ease of growth and flowering. 


Ask for your free catalogue today 
We are open from June to October inclusive. 
6 days a week, 10am to 4pm, closed Tuesdays. 


Other times by appointment 


Peter Chiles Orchids 


5 Peacock Avenue GAWLER SA 5118 
Phone: (08) 85223883 


Address: 
Open: 
Phone: 
Mobile: 
Email 
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Dural Orchids Australia 


Our 2004 catalogue is now available containing new mericlones 
and seedling crosses. Send self-addressed envelope to: 


Dural Orchids Australia 
P.O. Box 3359, Dural, NSW 2158 


702 Old Northern Road, Dural, NSW 2158 
6 days (Mon-Sat) 9am-3pm 

61 2 9651 1294 (Sydney) 

0413 209 781 Or 0413 209 782 
OrchidsAustralia@hotmail.com 
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If your sunny windowsill is lonely and in 
need of something green and flowery, 
log on now to the American Orchid 
Society’s very popular Web site — 
Orchid Web® — for helpful and exten- 
sive tips on orchid growing. Enjoy 
inspiring color photographs, a calen- 
dar of orchid events and other helpful 
orchid advice. Orchid Forum, devel- 
oped as an information exchange plat- 
form, is visited regularly by novice and 


advanced growers throughout the world. 


Founded in 1921, the AOS is the 
world’s number-one orchid-information 
source — just ask 30,000 members 
worldwide. On-site membership appli- 
cation is available along with conve- 
nient, secured shopping in The AOS 
BookShop and Orchid Emporium. 


American Orchid Society 
Department AORMAG 

16700 AOS Lane 

Delray Beach, Florida 33446-4351 
Telephone 561-404-2000 

Fax 561-404-2100 

E-mail TheAOS@aos.org 

Web site orchidweb.org 


AmOrcSoc 
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A look at Cymbidium suave hybrids 


Part 6 


By Dean Roesler 


A ee best-known and most widely dis- 
BI tributed of the Cym. suave crosses 
made by Dr Miles Seton was the Cym. 
Bunyip grex registered in 1986. This 
occurred because germination was higher 
than in the others. Miles gave instructions 
to Adelaide Orchids, the laboratory that 
processed his pods, to use any seed left 
over for their own use if they wished to. 
This accounted for a number of Cym. 
Bunyips seen in South Australia. 
Extremely small populations of Cym. 
suave hybrids were produced by Miles, as 
he only ever had two flasks made of each 
cross. Difficulty in first producing pods 
then further disappointment with low ger- 
mination rates can be attested to by fellow 
co-editors Rob and Noe Smith, who also 
share a passionate interest in this line of 
breeding. 


Cym. Bunyip (Carisona x suave) 


McBeans Orchids from East Sussex in 
the UK registered the Cym. Carisona cross 
in 1947. It was however, the firm of 
Stewart Orchids in California USA who 
used this small mid-pink standard for 
hybridising more than anyone else. In 
1955 the cross of Cym. Lillian Stewart 
(Balkis x Carisona) made by them was 
registered and went on to become the most 
highly awarded Cymbidium grex in the 
world. Cym. Bunyip ‘Precious Memories’ 

Two other of its progeny have had a 
marked effect in Cymbidium hybridising, 
Cym. Khyber Pass for the production of 
mainly red and pink standard size cymbid- 
iums of a very high quality — and Cym. 
Jessie Blakiston used predominantly in 
Australia to produce a multitude of out- 
standing miniature and intermediate size 
cymbidiums in a wide range of colours, 
pinks, browns, through to reds and pur- 
ples. 

When Miles crossed Cym. Carisona 
with Cym. suave the results were more 
than even he could have hoped for. The 
pink colour came through in almost all the 
progeny, although as one would expect it 
is more in the lighter shades. 


A walk down memory lane 

Describing the Cym. Bunyips is like tak- 
ing atripdown memory lane.Eachonehas & : 
specific meaning as depicted by its name— Cym. Bunyip ‘Wendy Wills’ 
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Cym. Bunyip ‘Baragoot Lake’ Cym. Bunyip ‘Wallaga Lake’ 


Cym. Bunyip ‘Pink Parfait’ 


| Cym. BUNYIP 
| 
| ?ansonii 
CERES 
| | | insigne 
| CARISBROOK—} 
| | COOPERI 
RALPH SANDER —4 
| ‘ PAUWELSII 
| CARISONA > 
| | Insigne 
| | | | COOPERI ———— 
| | schroederi 
| CREMONA —~; 
| | | parishii 
| ‘ ELPHIN ——————_4 
' PAUWELSII 
| BUNYIP — 
| | 
| sauve 
| Family Tree 


| 
| 
| 
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some after places, others after people, 
while others are best meant to describe 
their features. Both the grex name as well 
as the varietal name of any orchid should 
be pleasant sounding and meaningful. 
Keep this in mind when naming your next 
plant. 


Cym. Bunyip ‘Precious Memories’ 

Some orchids mean different things to 
different people. Take for instance one 
received as a gift from a special person, 
this becomes a most cherished possession. 
When Miles gave me a Cym. Bunyip to 
take home on one of our trips it became a 
treasured plant. Now when it flowers it 
reminds me of all the good times we had 
together and so I called it ‘Precious 
Memories’. Its cream flowers have a beau- 
tiful pink overlay and its lip displays the 
classical back-to-front colour of many 
Cym. suave hybrids — with the front half 
being yellow and the back half dark bur- 
gundy. 


Cym. Bunyip ‘Wendy Wills’ 

Shortly after our first visit to Miles his 
wife Gwen passed away. Sometime later 
while in one of his orchid houses Miles 
fell, badly breaking a leg. Unable to crawl 
to the house he spent a cold and traumatic 
night outside, until discovered next day by 
a friend who came regularly to check on 
him. After this occurrence it was decided 
it would be in his best interest to have a 
housekeeper. On our next trip to Bermagui 
we were introduced to a delightful young 
lady by the name of Wendy Wills. I’m sure 
most of you can remember meeting some- 
one and instantly knowing that you like 
and trust that person. Miles’ new house- 
keeper was such a person and so I felt it fit- 
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ting to name one of his orchids after her, 
I’m sure he would have liked that too. 
Cym. Bunyip ‘Wendy Wills’ is one of the 
darkest pinks from this grex and is closest 
to the colour of its parent Cym. Carisona 
‘Glendessary’. Even the lip has similar 
features to that of ‘Glendessary’. 


Cym. Bunyip ‘Baragoot Lake’ 

This smokey-pink Cym. Bunyip dis- 
plays a pleasant softness about it and this 
is most evident in the lip where the usual 
dark bar extending to the base of the lip 
becomes a lighter broken band across the 
middle. Up to 24 flowers are carried on a 
spike. Unfortunately the plant has quite 
large foliage that detracts from its overall 
appearance. Its name too has special 
meaning. In our talks Wendy Wills spoke 
about the prawns to be caught just wading 
around at night with a light and dab net in 
nearby Baragoot Lake. While Miles spoke 
about the lobster pots in the shed that 
would catch us a good feed of this succu- 
lent seafood on our next trip to Bermagui. 
Sadly that trip was not to eventuate, for 
Miles passed away before it happened. 
However, when in flower Cym. Bunyip 
‘Baragoot Lake’, reminds me of those 
exciting plans. 


Cym. Bunyip ‘Wallaga Lake’ 

This is unlike any of the other Cym. 
Bunyips, its segments are brown. The buds 
remain green until they are almost about to 
open, when they sudenly turn brown/red. 
As the flowers open the base colour is 
bronze/green, which then changes to 
brown. The lip is most attractive — red with 
a yellow heart-shaped patch below the 
keel and yellow edging becoming more 
prominent toward the distal end. Its name 
is taken from Wallaga Lake near Bermagui 
— surrounded by majestic Mount 
Dromedary on one side and the Pacific 
Ocean on the other, this is a beautiful and 
peaceful locality. 


Cym. Bunyip ‘Pink Parfait’ 

A soft pink with flat flowers and a typi- 
cal Cym. suave reverse-banded lip. Up to 
eighteen 50mm flowers are perfectly 
arranged on thin, semi-arching 68cm 


spikes. Faults can be found in most flow=" 


ers. The lips on ‘Pink Parfait’ tend to drop 
slightly and roll on the distal end, while the 
pollen caps brown-off quickly in hot 
weather. I’m sure some of these faults can 
be attributed to South Australia’s harsh cli- 
mate and dramatic temperature fluctua- 
tions that more often than not occur when 
these plants are flowering. 
In Part 7 of this series we will take a 
look at some more Cym. Bunyips. | 
Dean Roesler 
20 Lawson Road 
Kalbeeba, SA 5118 
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CY MBIDIUM 
g%@ ORCHIDS 


Quality Cymbidium Mericlones for 
the showbench or enthusiast 
Telephone or Write for Catalogue 


DAVID 


KEANELLY 
ORCHIDS 


22 Emmett Street Golden Square Victoria 3555 
Phone (03) 5442 4806 Mobile 0411 352 036 
Email dkorchids@smartchat.net.au 


PHONE: 041 239 1989 


TOM BURIAN ORCHIDS 


* EXCLUSIVE CYMBIDIUM MERICLONES 


*& NO ORIGINALS RELEASED FROM A1-A4 — BEWARE OF PROLIFERA- 
TIONS 

%*& ALL SINGLE GROWTH “A” SIZE PLANTS AVAILABLE ONLY 

*& Al CHOC VALLEY ‘SYLVIE’ 4N AM/AOC 

*& Refer to A.O.R. Feb/March 2001 for colour description. Has produced up to five 

spikes per growth/bulb with up to 17 flowers 115-125mm. Flowers in autumn, 

winter and spring. Clones $20 each or two for $35. 

+* Community pots of six plants minimum @$90 per pot * Flasks of 25 Mericlones 

will also be available @$150 each. (ORDERS NOW BEING TAKEN.) 

+ Note — A limited run of plants is produced from the original plant. *3 

(Standard Cym) 

2 A2 WINTER VALLEY ‘EYE CATCHER’ (4N) HCC/AOC (2003). Received its award 

just recently. A winter flowering showbench pink (Intermediate) with a bold red lip, 

upright spiking. Clones $20 each, two for $35 or three for $45. Larger orders wel- 

come. Flasks will also be available @$85 for 25 plantlets, in about 6-9 months. 

*& A3 STRATH MEADOWS ‘TWO TONE’ (4N). An award quality white with crim- 

son overtone with a bright bold eye catching labellum. Upright spikes are produced 

from late June to August. Good show pot plant and breeder. Clones @$15 each or 

two for $25 (limited). (Standard Cym.) 

* A4 STRATH BEAUTY JULIANNE’ (4N). An award quality green, with the most 

wide and bold labellum that | have seen. Upright spikes are produced in August. A 

very limited number of clones will be released from the original plant @$25 each. A 

top breeder and some of her offspring should flower in 2004-2005. (Standard Cym.) 

WA orders — please add dipping charges via (PIRSA). Cash with order please. 

* Discounts apply to commercial orders * Thousands of new seedlings are cur- 

rently growing on, enquiries welcome, on availability. 


* KK KK KK KK HK KX 


* A5 Also available are a LIMITED NUMBER of STRATH WONDER ‘CREAM PUFF’ 
HCC/AOC Reserve Champion 1999 National Cym Show. A large standard 
cream/yellow and double spiking from one bulb with up to 15 flowers. Single 
growth clones @$20 or two for $30, three for $40. * PLEASE LIST SUBSTITUTES 
WHEN ORDERING. * 


+ Orders over $250 are freight free anywhere in Australia. 3 
FOR PRICE LIST — Send S.A.E. to: 


TOM BURIAN ORCHIDS 
R.S.D. 87, STRATHALBYN, S.A. 5255 
Nursery at:— Lot 25 Heinjus Road 
Strathalbyn, S.A. 5255 


Phone: 041 239 1989 
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Cymbidium devonianum 


Text by Noe Smith — Photography by Rob Smith 


ctober’s general meeting of the 

Cymbidium Orchid Society of Victoria 
saw an outstanding example of the species 
Cym. devonianum benched by Paradisia 
Orchids. After being appraised by fourteen 
judges present on the night the plant received 
an Award of Merit (AM) of 80.8 points and 
two Certificates of Excellence — one for 
Outstanding Culture and the other for 
Superior Floral Display. As the accompany- 
ing photographs illustrate, the plant exhib- 
ited was displayed in a 300mm pot and car- 
ried a massed array of flowers on pendulous 
racemes that completely encircled the pot. 
Flower arrangement was particularly dense 
with each stem of flowers giving a bottle- 
brush-like effect. Foliage on the plant was 
especially clean and well presented for what 
is a difficult species to grow without leaf 
damage, fungal spotting, or leaf-tip die back. 
An excellent cultural effort from the plant 
persons at Paradisia. 

Cym. devonianum’s natural habitat is high 
in the foothills and mountain slopes of 
Bhutan, Nepal, India and northern Thailand 
at approximately 1,500-2,000 metres above 
sea level. This species grows in broken shade 
on mossy rocks and on trees where humus 
and leaf mould litter accumulate. Cym. devo- 
nianum prefers cool conditions and is intol- 
erant of poor water quality and can be a dif- 
ficult subject to grow successfully in more 
Mediterranean climates such as Adelaide in 
South Australia and where the poor water 
quality there compounds the problem. Cym. 
devonianum’s natural environment receives 
high rainfall and, consequently, good humid- 
ity and is exposed to good air movement at 
all times. 

Cym. devonianum has been widely used in 
hybridising and has been a major contributor 
to many of the spring flowering miniature 
and intermediate sized cymbidiums. Usually 
dominating in the crossing for pendulous 
spike habit, Cym. devonianum hybrids are 
generally floriferous, attractive, and have 
distinctly marked near solid purple/red label- 
lums. Grexes such as Last Tango, Jack 
Hudlow, Miss Muffet, Sweet Devon, Plush 
Canyon, Brook Street, Tuffet, Cricket, 
Idyllic Glamour and Devon Parish estab- 
lished Cym. devonianum as an important 
stud plant and numerous hybrids are still 
made each year using Cym. devonianum 
itself, or its offspring, either in combination 
with each other or with other grexes to fur- 
ther the variety of hybrids influenced by this 
striking and unique Cymbidium. | 

Noe Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Victoria 3939 
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Cym. devonianum AM/COSV CE/COSV. Close up. 
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AUSSIE BARK & PEAT can now be 
obtained on the South Coast. Grades 
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